[CONSTANTIU $| 
THE 
APOSTATE: 
BEING 
A Short Account of His LIFE, 


and the Senſe of the Primitive Chri- 
{tians about His Succeſſion : 


AND 
Their Behaviour toward Him. 


Wherein is ſhown the Unlawfulnefs of Ex- 
cluding the Next Heir upon the Account of 
Religion, and the Neceſlity of Paſſive Obedi- 
ence, as well to the Unlawfull Oppreſſour, as | | 
the Legal Perſecutour : ot 

BEING: 
A full Anſwer to a late Pamphlet, intituled 


Fulian the Apoſtate , &c. 


on Ul 
*AIN" Gv mM Ghoce 5 T399% yell zAUSw xa 
\ \ J \ 5 7 $S | 
THIX2RE Kat OIRIL HEL THYZYILL, QOPNO. 


Let us either deſerve to have a good Prince, or 
patiently ſuffer and obey ſuch as we deſerve. 
1 Hom. againſt Wilfull Reb. &c. | 


LONDON, 
Printed for Walter Ketrilby at the Biſhops Head 
in St. Pexf's Church-yard. 1683. | 


—— 
— 


LEST 
WE 


WY eos 


2 B15: 


y 


CO Wor. 


| THE 
Epiſtle Dedicatory - 
T0 


Nr. FOE MSA 


Authour of 


JULIAN the APOSTATE. 


LA 
T[VYHE kindneſs you have for 
Þ an Apoſtate (for certainly 7- 
lian was never better treated 
than by you ) makes me think Con- 
{tantius hath a particular title to your 
Protection, eſpecially ſince we are 
ſure he revolred to Arrianiſm, and 
not to Popery. Now whether theſe 
| - kind ſentiments proceed from a dit- 
tuſfive Charity, or rather a Natural 
inclination whereby every thing fa- 
vours its like, I ſhall not preſume 
to determune, though the latter 15 
A. 2 the 
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he more probable, ſince, like Z«/:- 
an, you took holy Orders, and like 
him too have, 1n effect ar leaſt, de- 
ned a Paſſive Crucified Saviour : this 
will be plain to any one that conſ1- 
derately reades your book, and 15 
the onely thing hath induc'd me to 
ſay what I have; for I declare I am 
wholly unacquainted with any thing 
that belongs to you, but that, your 
Name and your Charadler 1n the 
Church; ſo that no perſonal grudge 
could be the occaſion of theſe pa- 
pers; bur a juſt ſenſe of what I owe 
co my Rcligion, and the Civil Go- 
vernment under which I live; from 
wiuch I il] d-ſerve the Protection 
and Liberty I eryoy, it I ſhould nor 
uſe my utmoſt endeavour j ſuſtain 
It, when 1t 1s ſo evidently ſupplanted 
(as now 1t 1s) by your pernicious 
principles. And I cannot think bur 
your Religion 1s as indifferent to 
you, as you would have the World 
believe that of the Rippon-Addreſlers 


IS 


\ vp 7 6 %# 1 gy—_— — _- 


CY 


&s. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

is to them, ſince you fo palpably ex- 
plode the glor:ous end of 1t Nbedience. 

I fay this after a due and carefull 
reading of your papers ; and I was 
more exact 1n the peruſal, becauſe 
your prejudic'd friends gave 1t our, 
that your book ought to be the per- 
fect meaſure of our conduct in rela- 
tion to his R. H. and the true State 
of that Civil Obedicnce we owe to a 
Tyrant ; and added likewiſe, that 
the Authorities you quoted were un- 
queſtionable, your inferences and 
deductions neceſſary and pertinent, 
and your arguments unanſ{werable : 
but after the moſt diligent and im- 
partial ſearch, not a ſyllable of all 
this appear'd ; and indeed when 1 
conſidered the Vouchers, I laught at 
my ſelf tor giving credit to any thing 


they ſo confidently aſſerted, ſince 0 


lace all chat have not a mind to b. 
impos'd upon, underſtand what they 
ſay, with the fame precaution they 


believe women, or 1nterpret dreams ; 
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and indeed they have that quality of 
great Lyars to have the contrary of 
what they aftirm generally rrue. 

I hope, Sir, you will nor take this 
for a too ſeyere reflexion upon your 
friends; I am ſure they value them- 
ſelycs upon theſe pious artifices; and 
it would have been unkind in them, 
when you had taken ſo much pains 
in publiſhing ſo many notorious;tal- 
{ities to advance the cauſe, if they had 
not adyanc'd the credit of your book 
by the ſame mcans. After theſe un- 


welcome truths I can expect httle 


favour from you, and indced entreat 
none ;zall that I deſire 1s, that you 
would reade this as patiently as I did 
yours, and then, if you pleaſe, cen- 
{ure as freely : bur of all faults, I am. 
confident you have no reaſon to ac- 
_cuſe me of that, which is almoſt na- 
tural to Dedications, Flattery, and 
which would have becn an unpar- 
donable crime in 
[ 
Jour Servant. 
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PREFACE. 


Ince I intend to uſe the ſame method i » 
G the Account of the Life of Conſtantius, 
as is obſerv'd in Jalian's 3 it will be ne- 
ceſſary to take a view of the Preface to that 
Book, that I may clear all things as I go, lea- 
ving nothing unanſwer d, that has the leaſt ap- 
Pearanice of an argument. And that, what 
he urges may more evidently appear, I ſhall re- 
duce the force of all he ſays, to theſe following 
Propoſitions, and give my anſwers to them 
diſtindly. _ 

1. 7he Rippon- Addreſſers ate very ſolicitows, 

left his Majeſty ſhould agree to the Bill of Ex- 
cluſion (pag. 4.) and thence infers, that if they 
were Proteſtants, they were men weary of their 
Religion, p. 6. 
2, The Primitive Chriſtians condud - con- 
* trary to that of the Adadreſſers. | 
3. If they had known Julian's Religion be- 
| fore Conſtantius's Death, he had not ſucceed- 
ed. p. 7. 
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The Preface. ; 
4. Paſſive Obedience neceſſary for the firſt ; 


Chriſtians, becauſe the Laws were againſt 
them 5 (p.7.) but not for thoſe under Julian, 
becauſe they had the Laws on their ſide ; for 
when tis preſcrib d without Law, and againſt 
Law, 'tis Mahumetan ( p. 8.) 

5. Paſſrve Obedience contrary to the Go- 
ſpel 5 this be pretends to prove from 1 Cor. 7. 
2I, 22, 23 verſes, with Dr. Hammond's 
Paraphrafe : and by the example of St. Paul, 
AQ. 22. 25, 26, &C. 16. 39, &C. P. 9. 

6. Paſſive Obedience contrary to the Law of 
the Land. 


As to the firſt of theſe. 

T don't find the Addreſſers of Rippon are 
fond of a Popiſh, but a Tawfull Succeſſour : and 
if Mr. Johnſon infers from their averſion to 
the Bill of Excluſion, that they are weary of 
their Religion 5 certainly he doth not think 
them Proteſtants now. For what can be a 
greater mark of that ſacred profeſſion, than to 
be ſeverely cautious to prevent an Adion that 
would be contrary to all Laws divine and bu- 
mane 2 They are ſtrangers to that way of pre- 
ſerving their Religion, by aFing contrary to 
the diGates of it 5 and will hardly venture to 
doe an wot Go] ow, that they may go qui- 
etly to Church hereafter. Certainly we are not 
by this means to avoid Perſecution , this is 
nothing elſe, but preferring the eternal torments 
of the next world, before the little _—_ of 

this, 
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this, and leaping into Bell to avoid the ( Croſs. 
I ſhould have made a far different conſtruftion 
of this Addreſs 3 for if the Gentlemen of Rip- 
pon were ſure his R. H. were a Papiſt ( where- 
of no man yet ever made a legal proof ) yet 
what they did was their duty ; for they knew 
Imperatores bonos voto expetendos, qualeſ- 
cunque tolerandos : Ard that this was the 
opinion of the Primitive Chriſtians, as well as 
Tacitus. Which will be more fully made out 
iz my anſwer to the ſecond Poſition, which is, 
That the Conduct of the Primitive Chriſti- 
ans, Was quite contrary to that of the Ad- 
dreſſers. 

It will be hard to reconcile this ſaying of his, 
ot onely to truth, but ſenſe ; for if the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians aFed quite contrary to the 
Adareſſers, then when theſe made it their 
humble Petition to his Majeſty not to. exclude 
his R. H. they ſupplicated to Conſtantius to 
put by Julian 3 but this was not ſo, as be hin- 
ſelf aſſures #s (p. 18.) ſo that his ſaying the 
Primitive Chriſtians aGed contrary to the 
Gentlemen of Rippon, when he acknowledges 
they did nothing at all, muſt either be non- 
ſenſe, or made out by a new definition of con- 
traries. 

But I will ſuppoſe he means had the Chriſti- 
ans known Julian's Apoſtacy, they would bave 
usd al oft means to have prevented hi- 
coming to the Empire, Which is the ſubſtance 6 
the third Poſition to be anſwered. » 


Certainl, 
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Certainly he onght to have good grounds for 


this aſſertion, and know of ſome preſidents of 


their precluding the next Heir upon the account 
of Hereſie or Apoſtacy 3 or at leaſt that it is 
manifeſt, from ſome principles they own'd, that 


they would, if it had lain in their power : If 


he knows any thing of this nature, he would 
doe well to inform the world of it, and give #4 
a ſecond Edition of his Book, which onely ſuch 
an Addition could make conſiderable, For in 
his Preface he gives no reaſon at all 'for what 
he aſſerts; and in the ſecond Chapter of his 
Book, where proofs of this kind would be very 
eceſſary, he onely tells as that Gregory Nazi- 
anzen [ highly before” diſoblig'd by Julian | 7 
an invetive long after his death tells Con- 
ſtantius [ ther in Heaven] that he did ill in 
ſaving and making Julian King 5 who was 
both-ill ſaud, and made an ill King : and 
then concludes, Conſtantius would not have 
done ſo, if he had' known Jalian's Apoſtacy. 
Sure this Gentleman has had the misfortune 
that the Chriſtian's Children had under Julian, 
to be deny d the nſe of Logick and Rhetorick 3 


for how elſe could he make ſuch an abſurd in- . 


ference, or underſtanding the nature of an [1- 


veFtive, undertake to deduce a concluding ar- 


gument from any thing that 7s deliver d in one £ 
1 declare, (though 1 have the greateſt venera- 
tion for the Holy Fathers imaginable, and 
eſpecially for that great Name Gregory Nazi- 
anzen _) yet 1 cannot think it my duty ſtritly 

fo 
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to believe all they ſay in the height of a Pane- 


gyrich, or an Inwvedive 5, there are certain at- 

' lIowances to be made in our belief of Speeches, 
| + that are the effe&s of either kindneſs or anger ; 
j and the diſtindion may not be improperly ad , 
' mitted, between the Father, and the Oratonr : 
| but this will be more evident, io any impartial 
man, when I ſhall prove that many things in 
Gregory's [nveFive ſaid in favour of Can- 
ſtantius, or againſt Julian, are ot preciſely 
true « for every one knows Conſtantius had 
faults ; for "tis acknowledg'd ( p. 29.) that he 
was guilty of the Murther of his kindred and 
innovation in matters of Faith (for tis there 
ſaid he repented of theſe things at his death ) 
and I ſhall add, of a ſevere Perſecution (which 
will be ſeen anon.) Granting this to be true, 
how could he juſtly merit this Complement from 
Gregory ? You were led by the hand of God 
into every counſel and enterprize, whoſe 
wiſedom was admir'd above your power, and 
again your power, more than your wile- 
dom; but your piety was valued above 

them-both: (Greg. | ary | 

' WF Mr. Johnſon thinks this deſervedly ſaid 
| of Conſtantius, he mſi either think all Hiſto- 
| ries that give #8 an account of that unhappy 
| Emperonr's life, fabulous, or entitle God to his 

| Apoſtacy 3 but I ſuppoſe he 3s not arrivd to 
| that height of folly, to believe the former, or of 

| impiety, 10 admit of the latter. *T3s probable he 
' will rather conform to he general opinion of 


all 
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all underſtanding men, that Gregory did. and 


might ſay more in an Invetive, than would be 
allowable in a Hiſtory or a Sermon. 

Again, that he ſhould make the Devil ſteal 
in along with the Conſult ( p. 25.) can onely 
be imputed to the uncontrollable liberty of an 
Inve#ive 3 for St. Auſtin telſs us, God that 
gave the Empire to the Chriſtian Prince Con- 
ſtantine, gave it alſo to Julian the Apoſtate. 
Thoſe things without doubt, that One and the 
True God doth govern and rule as he pleaſeth, 
by cauſes, although hidden, yet not unjuſt. 
( Aug. de Civ. D. 5. c. 21.) Origen /ke- 
wiſe tells 4, that bad and good Princes are 
both the gift of God, Si mali ſunt aus noſtri, 
& operamur malignum in conſpectu det 3 
dantur nobis prinetpes ſecundum cor no- 
ſtrum. [Orig. in hb. Jud. Hom. 4.) Now 
which is in the right, St. Auſtin or Gregory, 
let any man judge. But farther, can any man 
believe that the Father ſpoke in earneſt, when 
he tes Conſtantius he did il} to ſave Julian, 
( p. 23.) 7. e. he had done well if be had Mur- 
ther'd bim ( for there is no difference in the 
Court of Conſcience, between doing an injury 
your ſelf, and permitting it to be done by others, 
if it lye in your power to prevent it, ) if by that 
means he had prevented his ſucceſſzon 5 ſince 
'tis contrary, not onely to Scripture, but com- 
mon prudence, to prevent a future inconveni- 
ence by a preſent ill, and by a ſin endeavour to 
avert onely a poſſuble misfortune. , 
T can't 
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T can't tell how difficult it is to ſatisfie 0- 
ther people ; but for my own part, I think, 1 
can juſtly conclude from theſe inſtances, that 
every thing in Gregory's InveF@ive, is not to 
be urg'd for proof : And this doth not at all de- 
rogate from the truth and ſincerity of his 
other works , becauſe the nature of the thing 
gives him liberties now 3, which, as they are not 
allowable in his other Writings, ſo neither ars 
they uſual. 

But certainly nothing in the world is more 
ſenſeleſs and ridiculows , than that which 
Mr. Johnſon wrges to enhanſe the credit of 
this InveFive (p. 27.) where he ſays the things 
[concerning Julian} were not deliver'd coldly, 
and nakedly ſet down, but with an Emphaſis, 
and the greateſt vehemency : For all people 
know, the paſſion they were deliver d with, 
ought to make #4 ſuſpeF the truth of them ; 
for angry men often ſpeak what they don't 
think themſelves ; they do not conſtder what 
ought to be ſaid, but what makes moſt againſt 
their enemy ;, and their fury improves every 
thing into a wenpon to ſerve their revenge © 
For I would fain know of Mr. Johnſon, 
which he thinks more exadtly true, Tully's 
Offices, or his Philippicks ; and yet how 


nakedly and coldly one is deliverd, and 


with what vehemence and pomp of words the 
other, is eaſily ſeen. 


Therefore 
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Therefore ( with all ſubmiſſion ) 1 think 
Gregory's authority in this InveFive, ought 
to have no more weight with ws, than Grotius 
allows to the ſayings of Orators | Prol. I. r. 
de Ju. Bel. & Pa.] Nos ſpe iis utimur, non 
tam ut inde aftruamus fider, quam ut his 
quz dicere volumus, ab ipſorum didis, ali- 
quid ornamenti accedat. 

1 can hardly imagine that Holy Father 
himſelf, had he been at the Conſult, would 
have encourag'd Conltantius to exclude Julian, 
though he knew his Apoſtacy 3 becanſe it can- 
z20t be eaſily ſuppos'd, that he would coolly have 
done an Aion, contrary to the Law of Nature : 
the reveal d word of God + and the praGice 
of the Primitive Chriſtians. 

I. That the Excluſpor of Jalian, would have 
been contrary to the Law of Nature, may be 
gather'd from what Mr. Johnſon ſays of his 
Title to the Crown C p. 19.) viz. that it was 
O24 gurus , xa: vin purres , ſo that de- 
ftrozing this, muſt needs be a great breach of 
the Law of Nature, which cannot be allowa- 
ble upon any Conſederation 5 for a Heathen 
will tell x3 > Nec derogart aliquid ex hic 
[ lege nature] licet , neque rota abrogari 
poteſt : neque vero per Senatum, aut per 
populum, folvi hic lege poſſumus ; nec eſt 
quzrendus interpres, aut explanator ejus 
alius ; nec erit alia lex Rome, alia Athenis, 
alia nunc, alia poſthac : ſed & omnes gen- 
tes, & omni tempore, una lex & ſempi- 
teErna 
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'terna & immortalis continebit 3 unuſque 


erit communis quaſi magiſter, & 1mperator 
omnium, Deus ille legis hujus inventor, dit- 
ceptator, lator 3 cui qui non parebit ipſe ſe 
fugiet, & naturam hominis aſpernabitur z 
atque hoc ipſo luet maximas poenas, etiam- 
fi c#tera ſupplicia quz putantur effugerit. 
[This is quoted LaQ. 6. Inſt. 8. out of Cic, 
Books de Repub. that are loſt.) If this be 
true ( which I am ſure no man of common 
hnowledge will deny) what becomes of the 
lawfulneſs of Excluding Julian ? *T would have 
been equally as juſt to have prevented his Suc- 
ceſſion by death as any other means ; for any 
thing tending to this had been a breach of the 
Law of Nature, and would onely differ from 
the former, as robbing a man doth, from cut- 
ting his Throat. 

2. That ſuch an attempt is contrary to the 
reveal d Law of God, may neceſſarily be in- 
fer'd from the exa@ agreement there is between 
the Scriptures and the Law of Nature ; This, 
being onely ?#1uro legis 1]lius architypa & 
xternz quz eſt immenle divina z ard thoſe, 
his reveal'd will : but 'tis expreſly ſet down in 
Scripture, that the Right of Succeſſion is en* 
tail d on Primogeniture 5 for Gen. 49. 3. 
when Jacob bleſſed his ſons, he call d Reu- © 
ben his firſt-born the Excellency of dignity, 
and the Excellency of power, and in 
2 Chron. 21. 3. 'tis ſaid, that Jehoram ſuc- 


» ceeded Jehoſaphat, becauſe he was the firſt- 


born. 
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born. TI might fill my Margin with quotati- 
ons to this purpoſe, but I ſhall onely add that 
great inſtance of the Right of Primogeniture, 
Gen. 4. 7. where God tel/s Cain of his younger 
brother Abel, Unto thee ſhall be his deſire, 
and thou ſhalt rule over him 5 which are 
the very words which God ſptke Chap. 3. 
v. 16. when he gave the man dominion over 
the woman. Now that this right extends to 
proximity of blood, no body queſtions 5 ſo that 
unleſs we have ſome warrant from Scripture 10 
reſcind this title, it is the higheſt ſacrilege 
imaginable to attempt it 5 and I challenge all 
the world to ſhew where that warrant is. God 
himſelf, indeed, may diſpoſe of the right that 
be firſt gave; but I would fain know what 
people could ever lawfully pretend to alter the 
Succeſſion, without an expreſs warrant from 
God £ David, I confeſs, made Solomon 
King, but he declares *twas by God's immedi- 


ate appointment ; and of all my ſons, for the 


Lord hath given me many ſons, he hath 
choſen Solomon my ſon to fit upon the 
Throne of the kingdom of the Lord over 
Iirae}, 1 Chron. 28. 5. Now I ſhall readily 
grant the Authour of Julian's friends, Enthu- 
fiaſts 3 but I can hardly admit they have a par- 
ticular revelation for what they would now be 
at 3 and without this, I think the Excluſtor 

of the Next Heir utterly unlawfull. 
And that this was the ſenſe of the firſt 
Chriſtians, will be evident from the Apology 
0 
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of Athenagoras to M. Aurelius, and his ſort 
Commodus : where having declar'd the Chri- 
ſtians were of all ethers moſt piouſly inclin'd 
toward God and their Empire, he concludes 
with this profeſſzon : We pray for your Em- 
pire, that the Son (as it is moſt fit ) may 
in the Kingdom tucceed the Father, and that 
your Empire may encreaſe and flouriſh, all 
being made ſubject to you, which would be 
much for our good, that we leading a quiet 
and peaceable life, may readily obey you in 
all your Commands. Þ[ think nothing can be 
fuller than this to prove what 1 deſign'd, for 
that in theſe words he declar'd the ſenſe of the 
Church, we muſt neceſſarily grant, if we conſ#- 
der what his Chara@Fer then was, when he 
ſpake them. Athe. Legat. pro Chriſt. 

But to come nigher to the buſineſs in hand 3 
the Primitive Chriſtians did know Jahan's 
Apoſtacy, before Conſtantius died : For as 
ſoon as ever he was declar d Emperour by the 
Souldiers, he laid by all pretence to Chriſtia- 
nity; for going through every City, he open'd 
the Temples, and call d himſelf the High 
Prieſt (Soz. ) So that, like Mr. Johnſon, be 
did not lay by the name of Prieſt, though he 
turn'd Apoſtate, Now that the Army ſhould 
be ignorant of what Julian did ſo publickly in 
the face of the Sun, is not to be imagin'd 
eſpecially if - Conſtantius himſelf knew it 5 
which Mr. Johnſon would have ws believe, 


that 
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that Conſtantius repented his declaring Julian 
his Succeſſour 5 which could onely be upon the 
account of his Apoſtacy, ſo that he muſt needs 
know it. 

But if we give any credit to Marcellinus 
(whoſe authority 1 am ſure Mr. Johnſon ſeems 
much to value ) if Conſtantius did know that 
Julian was 2 Pagan, it was impoſſeble he ſhould 
repent of his leaving him his Succeſſour : for he 
tells ws (1. 21. ) that upon his falling ſick he 
did in his right underſtanding \ integro ſen- 
ſa] 2oninate Julian his heir, and (1. 22.) with 
his laſt breath | ſupremi voce] pronounc'd hins 
Emperour : Now that he ſpoke or ſhew'd any 
ſigns of his repentance after his death, 
Mr. Johnſon will hardly allow, becauſe that 
looks too like a Popiſh Miracle. 

1 am rather inclin'd to believe that Con- 
ſtantius thought the Right of Succeſſzon was 
fo inviolable, that the higheſt provocation ima- 
ginable ought not to prevail with him to alter 
it; for elſe why did he not endeavour to ex- 
clude him, when he had been guilty of the 
higheſt ingratitude, in procuring himſelf to be 
declar'd Emperour by the Army, and afterwards 
in juſtifying his title by an oper: rebellion 8 It 
had certainly beer but juſtice to have proceeded 
with the greateſt rigonr againſt him for ſo inſ0- 
lent an Oſurpation. But alas ! he knew his 
Edids in this caſe would be ſuperſeded by a 
greater Law , and that they would be of little 
force againſt that title from which he firſt 
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derivd the power to make then. 
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T hope this is a ſufficient anſwer to the je- 
cond Chapter, wherein Mr. Johnſon pretends 
to ſhew the ſenſe of the Primitive Chriſtians 
about Julian's Succeſſzon, but makes one man's 
opinion the ſenſe of the whole Church , and 
takes that opinion too of his, from his Invec- 
tives : this is ſo diſ-ingenuous, it could never 
be excus'd : but that the badneſs of the cauſe 
he is engag'd in, can find nothing elſe to ſup- 
port zt. 

As to the fourth Poſition , that Paſſive 
Obedience was neceflary for the firſt Chrt- 
ſtians, becauſe the Laws were againſt them, 
but not to thoſe under J-«/zar, becauſe the 
Laws were for them. |< anſwer; that this 
diſtin&ion is frivolous ;, for ſince the will of 
their Emperour was a Law (as Gregory ac 
knowledges In. p. 92.) if they were executed by 
his Command, they died lawfully. But I ſhall 
refer the farther proof of this to a particul.r 
Chapter of Paſſive Obedience. 

But ſince he urges the Authority of holy 
Scripture to confirm what he ſays in this place, 
we muſt, for method ſake, take notice of it - 
which is the fifth thing to be anſwerd , 
VIZ. 

That Paſtive Obedience 1s contrary to the 


| Goſpel, as wzay be ſeen 1 Cor. 7. 21, 22, 23 


/ verſes, with Dr. Hammond's Paraphraſe. 


'Tis very ſtrange, that when our Saviour ſo 


. often recommends ſufferings to us as our duty, 


and the badze of our profeſſion, that quietly 
B 2 and 
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and patiently ſubmitting to them, ſhould be 
contrary to the Goſpel 5, certainly he has a par- 
ticular Bible to himſelf 5 for we find in ours, 
that ſuffering is particularly the buſineſs of the 
Goſpel 5 and is the great concluding beatitude, 
(Mar. 5. 11.) zay 'tis evident that miſery and 
perſecution were firſt entail'd on Chriſtianity 5 
for the Jews had the proſpect of Temporal bleſ- 
ſings : Riches and honours were the lot of their 
inheritance 5 but we are commanded to take up 
the Croſs, and deſpiſe the ſhame of it, that 
thereby we might imitate hinz, who condeſcen- 
ded to be our great exemplar : But however, 
it will not be amiſs to ſee what Reaſon he has 
for this monſtrous aſſertion 5 and becauſe every 
one has not Dr. Hammond's Paraphraſe at 
hand (which I am confident is the reaſon he 
quoted it ) I ſhall give it you here with the 
Text. | 

V. 21. Art thou call'd being a ſervant ? 


care not for it : but if thou mayſt be made _ 


free, uſe 1t rather. 


Para. | Iz what condition of life ſoever 2 : 


mn is, when he 3s converted to Chriſtianity, 


let kim contentedly continue in it, and not © 
think that Chriſtian Religion frees a man from _ 
any obligation that lay upon him before 5 for + 
that is to make Chriſtian Religion a pretence © 


to covetouſneſs, or luſt, or ſecular advantages, 


(/ee 1 Tim.6.) if either being a Chriſtian might | 


manumit a ſervant, or free a husband, or a © 


wife from former obligation, He therefore that 
7 being 


4 
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being a bondman is converted to Chriſtianity, 
muſt not think that it 3s any diſparagement to 
his Chriſtianity, that he continues a ſerva: t 
ſtill, nor be ſolicitows of changing his condi- 
tion, Tet this is not ſo to be underſtood, but 
that if by any fair regular means, he can ob- 
tain his freedom, he may then make uſe of them, 
and prefer liberty before ſervitude ; for ſo he 
might have done, had he never been a Chri- 
ſtian.} 

Per. 22. For he that 1s call'd in the Lord, 
being a ſervant, is the Lord's freeman ; 1jke- 
wiſe he that is call'd, being tree, is Chriſt's 
ſervant. 

Para, { For he that being in the condition 
of a ſervant, is converted to Chriſtianity, doth 
by his converſion become a freeman in reſpect 
of Chriſt ; not that he ceaſes to be a ſervant 
to his former maſter, or reaps any ſecular ad- 
wantages thereby, but his advantages are ſpi- 
ritual, viz. that by being a Chriſtian he is 
freed from many fervitudes, that of ſin, &c. 
that lye upon all others 5, and to live in Chriſt's 

family as one of his freemen, though in reſpect 
of the world he continue as a ſervant. And 
ſo on the other ſide, he that is a freeman, and 
turns Chriſtian, becomes thereby a ſervant of 
Chriſt's, undertaking Obedience to his Com- 
mand, though he loſe not his liberty in the 


world by that means. ( By which 'tzs clear, 


that Chriſt meddles not with the ſecular Go- 


vernment of this world, nor changes any man's 
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outward condition by his becoming Chri- 
ſtian.)) ] 
" hr. 23. Ye are bought with a price, be 
not ſervants of men. | 

Para, [ Ve that are Chriſtians, and not for- 
merly ſervants to Heathens, do not voluntarily 
put your ſelves in that condition, but chuſe lis 
berty rather. 


Certainly Mr. Johnſon has a different Edi- f 


tion of Dr. Hammond, 4s well as of the Lible, 
rom that which 3s in uſe with #4 5 for from 


theſe Texts above cited, nothing can be infer d : 


to prove what he deſigns, viz. that we are en- 


courag'd by Chriſtianity to procure more civil | 
Liberties and Franchiſes 3 for it 3s poſutively | 
ſet down in the Paraphraſe, that Chriſt med- 


dles not with the ſecular government of this 
world, nor changes any man's outward condi- 
tion, by his becoming Chriſtian. 

Ore would think, by this way of procedure, 
Mr. Johnſon, like Julian, onely reades the 
Scriptures, to pervert other people by an ill ap- 
plication of them, and to uſe the Goſpel againſt 
his Saviour. | | 

2. His inference, that St. Paul was againſt 
Paſſive Obedience | AQ, 22, 26, &c.] becauſe 
he told the Captain (that was ignorant of his 
condition ) that he was a Roman, and conſe- 


quently exempt from the puniſhment he was go- | 


ing to inflict upon him, is the moſt abſurd rea- 
ſoning imaginable, 


1 perceive | 
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I perceive after all his bawling againſt Paſ- 
[rue Obedience, he is perfe@ly ignorant what it 
# ; for to ſuffer torments when we can avert 
them by lawfull means, is not Paſſwve Obedi- 
ence, but ſtupidity : this is not taking up the 
Croſs ( as a great Man obſerves ) but pulling 
it down upon #4 : Chriſtianity allows us ts 
make a defence, but we are not to reſiſt 5 we 
may certainly tell our ſtory 5 - but if that will 
rot be heard, we muſt ſubmit with patience. 
And theſe were the Methods of the Primitive 
Chriſtians, they prayd to God, they ſupplica- 
ted to their Emperours, to avert a threatn'd 
perſecution 3 but if theſe means would not doe, 
they had Gregory Nazianzen's comfort left 
ftill, to dye patiently. "Fy «y@ T& Tavis pae- 
f12x00, (uzy 09'w mes viewv ( ov yore nauyt 
DUH) TY UTE? Yes Sava. 

Since Paſſtve Obedience is not onely allow! d, 
but enjoin'd by the Goſpel ( as is briefly ſhown 
already, and ſhall be more fully prov'd by and 
by ) that it ſhould be contrary to the Law of 
the Land ( which is the ſixth and laſt thing 
he lays down ) cannot be admitted , ſince our 
Laws muſt neceſſarily conform to the determi- 
rations of the Holy Scriptares 3 and whatſo- 
ever is enadted contrary to them, is ipſo facto 
void 3 and I am ſure whatever he ſays, will 
hardly induce any man in his right ſenſes to 
think otherwiſe. I am ſure the Caſe he brings 
( p. 9. ) # nothing to the purpoſe 5 for he car 
onely infer from that, That a man may kill 
B 4 ar 
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an aopreſſour, and the Law take no hold of ; 


him. IF he could prove from any inſtance 
that the Law obliges a man ( if he can) to 
kill one that offers violence to him, he had ſaid 
ſomething : But there js a vaſt difference be- 
tween what the Law permits, and what it com- 
wands; he is not indeed obnoxious to any le- 
gal puniſhment here, but the verdi@& of a Jury 
will not abſolve him from a guilt he has con- 
iraFed by diſobeying our Saviour, .who has 
commanded us not to reſiſt evil. [ evil zot ſrg- 
7rifying a thing, but a perſon | Mat. 5. 39. 


So that the killing of a Purlevant, though it | 
be excus'd in the eye of the Law, it will not be | 


fo hereafter in heaven, For if he onely de- 


, 


ſfpgn'd an arreſt (as 'tis own'd he did ) a man | 
ought not to take away his life - this is plain | 


from Dr. Hammond | Prac. Cat. p. 164.] 
where he tells us a private man may not by the 
Law of Chriſt take away another's tife, to ſave 
his own goods, or to repell any ſuch kind of in- 
Jjary, becauſe life is more than goods 5, nay, 
twould be better to avoid taking away ano> 
ther's life, though to ſave his own; thereby 
imitating his Saviour who laid down his life 
for his enemies. Ibid. 

As to thoſe arguments (p. 15.) from Sir $i- 
mon Ewe's Journal to prope the lawfulneſs and 
receſſity of excluding a Popiſh Succeſſor, I 
hardly think them worth the leaſt remark, For 
what can' be more unreaſonable, than that 


which they ſeem to enforce, that it had been 


| by 
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juſt and warrantable not onely to have diſ-in- 
herited the Yueen of Scots, but to have taken 
away her life too, for her Religion 2 

For what juſt pretence could Queen Eliza- 
beth have to Condemn a Princeſs altogether as 
independent as her ſelf, and one that was one- 
ly accountable to God for her ations 2 they 
might as well have adareſt againſt the French 
King or the Pope for endeavouring to pervert 
her Majeſtie's SubjeFs, for the Queen had 
equal power over theſe Princes, though ſhe had 
them not in poſſeſſuon : And though an AF of 
Parliament againſt them, would not perhaps 
have been of very great force, get it would 
have been expedient to have ſhewn her good 
will (as Mr. Johnſon calls 7.) 

But we ſhall find the weakneſs of theſe argu- 
ments in the effeF they had on the Yueen ;, for 
ſhe was ſo far from being perſuaded that the 
fat was lawful, that ſhe always deny'd her be- 
ing conſenting, or ſo much as privy to it, when 
it was done; and though there might be ſome 
probable reaſons to believe ſhe was innocent, yet 
the very ſuſpicion of her being privy to it, has 
fixt an eternal blot upon her ( otherwiſe unſpot- 
ted ) reputation. 

So that theſe arguments will ſeem of very 
little weight to his preſent Majeſty, when all 
the world knows how unjuſtly, and unſucceſ5- 
fully too, they were urg d againſt his great An- 
ceſtour, to a Princeſs that was her mortal ene- 
729, and one but too deſirous of her deſtru@&ion. 
There 
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There is nothing now left in the Preface that 
3s worth taking notice of, but the AF of the 13 
of Yueen Elizabeth, whereby 'twas enaFed 
Treaſon during her life, to affirm that ſhe, and 
her Parliament, could not make Laws and S$ta- 
tutes, of ſufficient force and validity, to limit 
and bind the Crown of this Realm, and the 
Deſcent, Limitation, Inheritance, &c. I ſhall 
ot preſume to determine of the equity and ju- 
ſtice of this AF, or whether it were in their 
power to doe as they did ; but the Excellent 
Authour of a late Pamphlet, entituled, The 
Great point of Succeſſion diſcuſſed, being ar 
Anſwer to the Hiſtory of Succeſhon, ec. 
though he was a Member of thoſe very Parlia- 
ments that were ſo bot for the Bill of Excluſton, 
Freely declares that the Crown of England 7s, 
and ought to be, inſeparably annext to proxi- 
mity of blood, by the Laws of God, and Nature, 
and this Realm; ſo that conſequently any AF, 
that pretends to alter the Succeſſwon, is utterly 
unlawfull, and iplo fatto void : and ſo it 
ought to be adjudged when it ever comes to the 
Cueſtion before the Reverend Judges, p. 35. 
If any one requires fuller ſatisfaFion, I refer 
him to the Book it ſelf, which will convince 
220t onely the diffiders, but the prejudic'd too, 
of the truth of what 3s here deliver d. 

As for the great Subſcribers to that 4G, we 
have a Hierarchy not at all inferiour to them, 
either in piety or learning, who are of the 
contrary opinion 3 and till I know the reaſons 
why 
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why they ſubſcribd, I ſhall not be ſwayd by 
their Authorities, when I think 1 have as 
great to ballance them. 


"Twill be time now to give ſome account of 
the enſuing Work, but any conſtdering man 
will reade the deſign in the Title Page, or at 
leaſt will find it in the Book it ſelf, from which 
I ſhall no longer detain him. 


_ 4 


The Editions of thoſe Authours 
that are Cited. 


\ A Thanaſrus 2 Vol. Par. 1627. 
A LaGantins Baſil. 1563. 
Origen con. Cel. Cantab. 1658. 
Auguſt. Opera Baſ. 1569. 
Gregory Naz. : Par. 1609. 
Tertullian | Par. 1616. 
Ambroſe Baſ. 1555. 
Athenagoras Par. 1577. 
Theodoret Par. 1673. 
Rufinus | Par. 1580. 
Nicep. Cal... Fran. 1588. 
Socratis 

and : Hiſtor. Eccl. Par. 1668. 
SOZOME. | g 
Homilies Lon. 1623. 


The Editions of Dr. Hammond, Biſhop 
Taylor, &c. of the Engliſh Divines, are not 
* ſo various that I need to ſet down here the 
particular times or places when and where 
they were printed. 


Conſtantius 
THE 


 APOSTATE. 


CHAT * 


A Short - Account. of the Life of< 
__ Conſtants. 


by his laſt Will divided his Empire 
between his three Sons, Conſtantine, 
Conſtantin, Conſtance, died in the Suburbs 
of Nicomedia, no one of his Sons being pre- 
ſent at his death : But Conſtantive, not fo 


(3: NSTANTINE the Great having 


far 


= 
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far off as the other two, firſt came to Court ; 
Where having paid the uſual reſpeQs that 
are due to the memory of a deceaſed Parent, 
as if all other tyes of Nature were buried 
with his Father, he commanded, or at leaſt 
permitted, the execution of his Uncle and 
Couſins, Conſtantivs Dalmatins and his Sons. 
[ Atha. p. 856. ] About three months after 
the Brothers were proclaim'd Emperours by 
the Army, each took his ſhare, though not 
without ſome diſlatisfation and diſturbance 
but things being happily compos'd for the 
preſent, they retir'd to their reſpeQive Pro- 
VINCES. | 

This agreement did not laſt long, for Coz- 
ſtantine thought himſelf hardly dealt with- 
all, and not content with his ſhare of 
Prance, Spain and Britain, would needs en- 
croach upon his Brother Conſtance, who had 
Italy and Africk, but was lain in the proſe- 
cution : Thus the Empire of the Weſt de- 
volv'd to Conſtance, but all this new acceſli- 
on could not prevent his being aſlaſinated 
by Magnertinus an Uſurping Rebel : who at 
length after many defeats by Conſtartins, was 
forced to that degree of deſpair, that he (lew 
himſelf, and lett his Conquerour in the quiet 
poſleſſion of all the Empire. 

I was unwilling to perplex this brief ac- 
count of his. coming to the entire poſlefiion 
of the Empire, with the relation of any of 
his particular ations, reſerving it rather 
to 
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to this place where I may doe ic with lefs 
interruption. 

Conſtantius had not been long upon the 
Throne, bur by the infinuations of an Arzaz 
Prieſt, he was brought over to be a great 
favourer of that Hereſie 3 the account of his 
perverſion, is at large in moſt Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtories 3 and becauſe it may be material, I 
ſhall give it at length out of Zheodoret [. 2. 
63+ 1 

Conſtantia, Siſter to Conſtantine the Great, 
was very intimate with an Aran Prieſt, who, 
diſlembling his own opinion, made it his 
buſineſs to defend or excuſe Arizs 3 this 
man, upon her death-bcd, ſhe recommended 
to her Brother's care, who was fignally kind 
to him 3 and as a particular mark of his fa- 
vour, entruſted his laſt Teſtament in his 
hands : the delivery of which to Conflanting, 
when he came to Court, was ſufficient to 
recommend him to his favour 3 and gave 
him an intereſt, that in a ſhort time became 
pernicious to the whole Chriſtian World 5 
for he improving the opportunity he had 
of being nigh the Emperour, and making his 
advantage of an inconſtant humour that was 
peculiar to him, eaſily made him out of love 
with the true Religion, and as zealous for the 
falſe. He perſwaded the Emperour, who 
was but too prone to hearken to any thing 
that was ill, ( 4:h, p. 883. ) that all the di- 
ſturbances in the Church aroſe from intro- 
ducing 


4 Conſtantins the Apoſtate. 
ducing the word Cotſubſtartial into the Ar- 
ticles of Faith, which was no-where to be 
found in Holy Scripture 3 and the blame of 
this was laid upon Athanaſins, Thus was 
that unhappy Emperour perverted to a He- 
refie, the moſt dangerous that ever infeſted 
the Church, for Atharaſpus tells us (who had 
certainly good reaſon to know ) they deny'd 
Chriſt. ['p. 590. ] 

Athanaſins was the firſt man that ſuffer'd 
by the Emperour's Apoſtacy 3 for his piety 
and learning rendring him formidable to 
thoſe Hereticks, they ſoon traduced him to 
Conſtantins, who ſent part of his Army to 
ſeize him at Alexandria, but by a miraculous 
eſcape, he prevented the danger and fled to 
Rome. 

Georgins an Arian ſucceeded him 1n his 
Dioceſs, who repeated all the Cruelties of 
the former Perſecutions, which were ten 
times worſe in him, than in the Heathens, 
ſince he at leaſt profeſt Chriſtianity ; he 
whipt the Men with rods, ſtript the Virgins 
naked, and brought them to the fire, [ Nicep. 
Cal. Eccl. Hiſt.”] and in fine, ated all thoſe 
torments a buſie malice could invent, or a 
blind fierce zeal could execute. | 

But Alexandria was not the onely Scene 
of Perſecution ; it ſpread it ſelf in a ſhort 
time as far as the Herefte that was the cauſe 
of it 5 but it raged particularly in Conſtar- 
tinople : tor Macedonins deipifing the known 
methods 
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methods of cruelty as too mean for an Arzaz 
to exerciſe; had recourſe to thoſe that were 
particularly of his own invention ; he did 
not onely puniſh thoſe that would not Com= 
municate with him, with the ordinary pu- 
niſhments of Whips, Chains, Death : but by 


an unpreſidented cruelty, would force open 


their mouths with Clubs, and then throw 
into them the ſacred Elements. 

Women likewiſe and Children, though 
not initiated nor baptizd, were prepolte- 
roully forced to . be partakers of the Holy 
Sacrament, and were made, as far as it lay in 
his power, Her-ticks before they knew what - 
Religion was. [ Nic. Cad. 7b.) This certainly 
was a far greater wickedneſs than that of 
Jalian z when by adding the Images of the 
Heathen gods to his own, he defignd to 
deceive the Chriſtians into Idolatry; for this 
was down-right forcing \them (1f it were 
poſſible ) into Herefie. 


Upon theic unheard-of methods of Perſe- 
cution, and other bodily torments no leſs 
ſtrange, that are at large ſet down in that 
Hiſtory, the Authour makes this ſevere re- 
mark : Inſolitum ſane id, exoticumque ſuppli- 
cium, ab iis, qui Chriſtum profeſſi ſunt, inven- 
tum; quod ea que olim Grzcorum Tyranni 
magno ſtudio & ambitione excogitarunt, longe 
poſt ſe reliquit, (Ni. Cal. ib.) 


=> 


C - Hgypt 
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FEgypt and Lybia were depriv'd of all 
their Orthodox Biſhops, whoſe places were 
ſupply'd by Arians. Ath. Epiſi ad Soli. 
Ut | 


Liberizs, Hoſius, Paulinus, Dionyſivs, Eu- 
ſebims,, Luciferus, were Baniſhd for refuſing 
to ſubſcribe againſt Athanaſins, who had 
been acquitted by ſo many Synods be- 
| fore, 16. o 

And Conftantius himfelf at length pro- 
ceeded to that degree of cruelty againſt the 
Orthodox Chriſtians, that he made an Edie, 
not onely to baniſh them, but to put them 
to death. Athar, p. 8. 53. 

And the fame Father tells us, that when 
Maximianus (Conſtantine's Father) perſecu- 
ted the Chriſtians, the Heathens themſelves 
would conceal them, and were ſo generous | 
ofren as to ſuffer fines and impriſonment, # 
rather than betray thoſe that fled to them þ 
for Protection : but the New Hereticks a& | 
juſt the contrary, they voluntarily take up- | 
on them the office of Searchers, and Execu- | 
tioners, and think that he that hides a Chri- | 
ſtian is as much their enemy as he that's hid. | 

And then ſpeaking of Conſtantius, he ſays | 
( Aths. p. 8. 36.) Maximianus fent the Con- | 
feflours into one common place of Baniſh- | 
ment ; fo that in all their mi fortunes, they | 
had one comfort left ( and that no ſmall | 
one) of mutual ſociety. But Conſtartins 
induſtric” 7 --rted thoſe that were _ 

| that | 
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| that he might make the miſery of their ba- 


niſhment more inſupportable, and prevenc 
the onely happineſs they defir'd, not to be 
parted till they died. This was fo great a 


Cruelty, that never can be excus'd, and no 


body but a Primitive Chriſtian could bear 
it without repining. 

It would be an endleſs piece of buſineſs 
to recount all the ſufferings of the Church, 
under this cruel Apoſtate, who was no leſs a 
Tyrant in Civil affairs, than a Perſecutour in 
Religious z it being an obſerv'd Maxim, that 
under him no one had eſcap'd Condemna- 
tion, of whom it had been but whiſper'd 
that he was guilty ; for he ſeldom heard. 
above one fide, viz. the whiſpering Ariaz 
or Eunuch, and 'twas counted as infolent 
for any one accusd to pretend to make a 
defence as to proteſt againſt Arianiſm. An- 
mian. in 21 tells us, Si affeFate dominationis 
anſam quandam falſam reperiiſſet, aut levem, 
hanc ſine fine ſcrutando faſque eodem modo 
ducens ac nefas, Caligule,; Domitiani, & Com- 
modi immanitatem facile ſaperavit. 

So that if a Rowav Emperour can a& con- 
trary to the Law (as Mr. Jobnſor affirms), 
certainly Conſtantins did : For what can be 
more evident, than that no man ſhould be 
condemn'd without being firſt heard, or his 
Accuſer appearing, was an Eſtabliſhet Law of 
the Empire ? But yet that he ated quite 
contrary to this, we may plainly ſee in Atha- 

C 2 naſtns : 
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zaiins + For how tfiany'were dfag'd to death, 

without daring to offer at a defence? Which 

would have becn ſo far from exculing them, 

that it would onely have rendred them more 

guilty 1n the eye of the Judge z who being 

always refolv'd to condemn, muſt needs re- 

{:nt any thing ill, that look't as if it delign'd 

\ to prevent him. 

And it putting People to death upon pre- 
tence and ſhamms was the particular mark 
Cas Mr. Fobnjor delivers) of an Arbitrary 
lawleſs Tyrant; certainly Conſtaztins put in 
as fair for the Title as any one; For what 
could be more fo, than the Actions of his 
Deputies in Agypt by his Commiſhon ? 
Where innocent children, and fooliſh old 
women were executed ; theſe for preſcribing, 
thoſe for wearing an infignificant charm a- 
gainſt an Ague, under the pretence that they 
dealt in Sorcery. The firft time certainly 
that people ever died for being fools, or 
that old women ſutferd tor ſuperſtition , 
which in them is as neceſlary an <«ffe&t of 
Age as grey hairs 3 and they might as juſtly 
have been executed for being ugly, or ha- 
ving wrinckles. 

Neither were the Emperour's aCtions at 
home lefs unaccountable 3 tor when his Sy- 
cophants had once perſuaded him, that the 
ſafery of the World did fo much depend up- 
on his, that 1c muſt ceaſe to be with him, 
( which he vain man believed ! ) he ſuf- 
pected 
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pected. all that came nigh him to have de-, 


figns upon: him3, a whiſper or a wry look, 


was death ; diſcontent at, any thing was. 


miſinterpreted diſaff-ion to the .govern- 
ment z and a man muſt not be angry, for fear 
it ſhould be thonght he was difpleas'd at the 


Emperour. Theſe, and many-other-things of” 


this inhumane ſtrain, are recounted at large 
in the Hiſtories of chat age., Where, if any 
one will pleaſe to: :lbok; he wrll find that I 
have juſt occaſion to ſay a preat deal more 
than:IT have. 57 NT 

If theſe provocations could; Not urge the 
Primitive Chriſtians to have ſo much as ill 


FL Fry Patrog, ot. their: rH and Eſta ag 
bluther.: of: thejp happineſs ,,. were: (till fre 

In. heir memories; which muſt needs make; 
thear wounds, deeper now 3 for having once. 
found the 3 joys ofa, peaccfull.ſertl'd Church, 


where (as. they ic do. -10 heaven now) they efN+- 


joy'd the pureſh Religion, and the,molt pers! 
tec peace.z cextainly:-it muſt needs be. mat- 
ter.;of the . higheſt diſcontent, to have. all 
theſe comforts. fzatch't: from them, and by: 
the: Son of the, Great Conſtantine that gave 
them : Here--are the molt aggravating cir- 
cumſtances.jmaginable 3 but their patience 
was not to be. conquerd, they ſtill made 
good that ſaying, of Athanaſh, zs, That Per- 
ſceution was. the lot of Chriſtianity, Atha. 

C 3 Pp. 336. 
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p. 836. But this will be more evident 
when we come, in the third Chapter, to 
ſhew the behaviour "of the Chriſtians to- 
ward Him. 


CHAPY...IL 


The Senſe of the Primitive Chriſtians 
about his Succeſſion. 


Onftantins cane to the Crown with the 
| profeffton of that Retipion his Father 
was ſo eminent a: defender of; ſo that the 
Chriſtians under Conflantive' (without the 
gift of Prophecy } could not well expe his 
Apoſtacy. But I am induced: to believe, 
that if they had, there would have been no 
Petitions to: the Emperont- to' exclude his 
Son, to fecare their Religion; but' rather 
aſſurances from them, that this was not a juſt 
way to preſerve it 3 there would have been 
No Bill from the Senate with a Contradiction 
in the belly of it, to tell the Emperour they 
would by no means attempt the violation of 
his Prerogative, or the alteration'of thefan- 
damental Laws of the Empire 3 and yet in 
the very next clauſc, offer at the —_— 
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of his Jawfull Heir 3 the: nature of the thing 
will riot allow me to. make any proof from 
Hiſtory that it. was ſo, bat I don't queſtion 
to make it more than.probable it would have 
been ſo, if there had been occafion. 

For firce the Right of the next Heir to 
the Crown is (o ftrongly fecurd by the 
Laws of God and Nature, ( as I hope has 
been ſufficiently prov'd in.the Preface) and 
that it is plain Conſftantins had this right, be- 
ing deſcended from Conſiantine 3 þ can't ima- 
gine that the fears of the Chriſtians (though 
they had the aflurance of Coxſtartivs being 
an: Arian) could authorize them to attethpt 
his Exclufion ; for befides that it is contra- 
ditory to the Principles of their Religion, 
to prevent a future inconvenience, by a pre-, 
fent ill, ( as is ſhown before) if we may 
conchade what they would have done then, 
from what their Crnfakng did before, or 
they themſelves afterwards, we ſhall find 
that they thought no reafon great enough 
to put by the lawfull Heir. 

For when a Heathen was to ſucceed, there 
was not the leaſt attempt to bar him ; not 
onely becauſe they doubted their ftrength, 
and therefore thought their endeavours 
would be in vain, but becauſe they thought 
the contrary their duty 3 for they did not 
onely not make it their buſineſs to prevent 
his coming to the Empire, but as much as in 
them lay affiſted it 3 for as 'tis above cited 
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from Atheragoras, they declar'd they thought 
it moſt juſt that Commmodrs, as rightfull Heir 
ſhould-tucceed his Father M. Ayrelizs 5 nay 
*rwas their: conſtant prayer to Almighty God 
that he. might : which certainly had been 
the greateſt madneſs in the world (he being . 
a Heathen, and: conſequently their mortal 
enemy } if they had not thought it -ſo ne- 
ceſlary a duty incumbent: upon.them, that 
no conſideration of their future-quiet, or the | 
unmoleſted enjoyment of their Religion, 
could exempt them from. So.that 1t the 
Ations of theſe Chriſtians have any Autho- 
rity With us, if we have not difclaim'd their 
very principles as well as piety, we ſhallinot 
think jt :ſo ſtrange, 'as Mr. Jobrſor would 
have the world believe: we do, :for Chriſti- 
ans not to oppole the Succeſiton! of their 
lawfull Prince, though -part of his Religion 
be to extirpate theirs.:;:If it were our own 
caſe, 'we might , lawfully pray -for his: con- 
verſion, and I don't:queſtion but we ſhould 
doe it very heartily, for' the free exerciſe of 
our Religion is the-greateſt happineſs we can 
with tor on this fide heaven ; but if. we.could 
have it but for an evil thought, 'twere much: 
too: dear, and not to be purchaſed at that 
rate: And therefore I have often look't with 
horrour upon that unchriſtian prayer of the 
Proteſtants under Queen Mary, which was 
certainly ( whatever Mr. Johnſoz declares to 
the contrary ) never heard or read, to have 
been 
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been us'd by any good Chriſtian-tman againſt 
any Prince, though he were a Pagan or Infi- 
del, &*c. [ Prear. to the A& Þ (as. ſhall be 
ſ#en at large when I come to treat of. the 
Chriſtians - prayers ); and it was .deſervedly 
made Treaſon then; for it was ſa long before: 
in the eye of heaven. ;. for-it att evil thought 
or. wiſh againſt our, neighbour; 4s 'made- as 
much murther, by the Goſpel, as ;aQually 
firiking him to the -heart, why:luth a noto- 
rious. profeflion "of: our hatred to our Prin-: 
ceſs; and :deftre; of + her deſtyydtion ( upon 
what.:.confideration foever) ſhould not in- 
curr-a proportionable guilt,'1 cannot eaſily 
imagine. _..' old Jo id ghana 8 : 

''But-to come nigher to the; caſe in hand; 
'ewill be-evident to any, never {o little con-: 
verfant- in: the; Ecckcfiaſticdl.,Wiiters, that 
moſt of: thoſe very:people, thar- Mr, Johnſon 
repreſents to the: world for' ſijch :fferce. Ex- : 
cluders of 'a Prince, that: proteſt: a contrary 
Religion to theirs, 41d not think (or at leaſt 
didinot- act as if they'thought ) that.a Prince 
could be barr'd of his Right of: Snoceſſion, 
upon the ſcore of Religion ; for not two 
years after Jzlian's death, Yalens a furious 
Arian, and bitter perſecutour of thoſe that 
diſſented from him, was peacefully admitted 
to be Emperour, and affiſted too by the 
Army ; whom we can't think in the leaſt in- 
clin'd to favour that Herefie ( for they were 
Joviniar's Souldiers) but they knew their 
duty to their Prince. { 


r4 Conſantins the Apoſtate. 

I hope thefe plain inftances will ſatishe 
any reafonabſe man, that the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians did: not think it cormfiſtent with the 
Principles of their Religion, to. exchude a 
lawfull Suceefſour upon any terms, fince 
we ſee that neither being a Heathen or an 
Arian ( two the moſt dangerous enemies toi 
Chriftianity ). could prevadl with them to 
attempt It, 

*Twould' be cafic here to- anſwer all the 
pretended Arguments and Authorities Mr. 
Fohnſor brings, to prove the contrary ations 


of the Primitive Chriſtians toward Julian - - 


bae I fappoſe the Reader remembers what 
has been already faid of them particularly in 
the Preface z ſo that I ſhall not need to trou- 
ble him, or my ſex, with a repetition. 

Bat I ſhall haſten to give an Account of 
their Behaviour toward Conflaxtivr, and leave 
the world to judge whether it be not more 
agreeable to the Goſpel, than that which 
Mr. Jobr:ſor: falſely ſcandalizes the Chriſtians, 
under Jz/jan, with 5 and conſequently fineſt 
for our imitation. | 


et. 
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CHAT 


Their Behaviour towards Him in 
Words. 


1s a ftrange acconnt Mr. Johr (or gives 
' us of the Chriſtians behaviour to- 
wards their Emperour, thongh a Perfecu- 
tottr, atid art Apoſtate 5 for railing is cer- 
rzinly ſo far fron being Evangelical, chat ic 
is contrary to the Ptmciples of commot 
breeding. Hut perhaps theſe were fome of 
rhofe mhappy people the Emperour had in- 
terdiced the bertefit of going to School to 

and now he deſervedly found the effect 
his cruelty. But then he ought to have 
told us fo, and not to have aid it down in 
fach general terms, as if it were the approv'd 
pradice of the whole Church: This is the 
ſtrangeft injuſtice to that famous age imagi- 
nable, and onely expofing thofe examples, 
otte would: think, by the end of his book, 
he deſigns we ſhould imitate 5 for from the 
fcope of his Buok, I can conchide nothing 
but this, 97z. That he imends to give us an 
account how the Chfiſtians in former ages 
E behav'd 
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behav'd themſelves toward an Apoſtate, to 
inform us what we may doe on the like oc- 
cafion. I muſt confeſs he his done moſt of 
his own party a conſiderable kindneſs ; for 
they hitherto have rail'd without preſident, 
as well as without canſe : And I ſuppoſe 
Greek er long will be much in faſhion with 
them, as a Language that will extremely ac- 
compliſh them for that Chriitian liberty. 
Burt as for us, we ſhall rather fetch the me- 
thods of our Conduct from the graver Wri- 
tings of the Fathers of thoſe times 3;.and not 
imitate him, who,: like ,our late travelling 
Sparks, onely. obſerves, and treaſures up the 
vices and. follies. of the places he viſits, and, 
expoſes them, when he comes home, for ra- 
rities and accompliſhments. _. | 

_ , None certainly.but the ſcum and rabble 
of -that age could be guilty of thoſe: indigni- 
ties -to their Emperour : but: Mr. : Johnſor: 


tells.us, no les. a man than Theodoret com-| 


mends them for their Nick-names and Re- 
proaches, and quotes his 3d.Book and c. 22. 
for_ what he ſays; I have look't with both. 
eyes, and cannot find. any thing like it: He 
commends indeed the Antiochiars for their 
Zeal, but not their rudeneſs. - 

As to the Example of Marzs,: which he 
brings as the ſecond and laſt argument to ju- 
ſtife 11] language given to an- Emperour, it 
an Apoſtate, is*of very little force; for with- 
out all doubt, it was en indiſcreet Action, 

| and 


Conftantius the Apoſtate. 17 
and nothing but his great Zeal for Religion 
could make any colourable excuſe for it ; 
For who, unleſs he had a mind to be a Mar- 
tyr, would affront an Emperour in the height 
of his devotion, and upbraid his gods when 
he was paying his adorations to them ? Or;- 
gen 1 am ſure would have counted ſuch an 
AQion down-right madneſs ; for he tells us, 
when we doe nothing contrary to the law 
and word of God, we are not ſo mad or fu- 
rious as to ſtir up, againſt our ſelves, the 
wrath of the King or of the Magiſtrate, 
which would bring upon us _ 
blows, torments, and divers /: © 8 on- 
kinds of death. Þ 

And I have ſome: reaſon to aſlert this, 
from the quite different Condud of all the 
| Fathers that livd under Conſtantive ; that 
were ſo far from doing any thing of this na- 
ture, unprovok't, that all the Cruelties that 
Apoſtate Emperour could inflict, did not ex- 
tort the leaſt miſ-becoming expreſſion from 
them. 

Athanaſins tells the Emperour 1n his Apo- 
\ logy;z ©*I am not mad, O King, neither 
* have I forgot the voice of 
| © God that faith, Curſe not the = A". a 

« Kin t in thy heart. 

g, 20 not in thy 

And again, *© I did not op- 4 tvid. 
{ © poſe the Command of your Majeſty, God 
| © forbid. I am not ſuch a man as would 
.* oppole the very Treaſurer of the City, 
** much 
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* much leſs ſo great an Emperour ; I was 
& not ſo mad as to contradi(t fuch a Com- 
« mand as yours 3 I-neither did oppoſe the 
« Command of your Majeſty, nor will now | 
« attempt to enter into Alexandria, untill 
« you, of your Goodneſs, will pleaſe, 1 
« ſhall. 

And in another place of the fame Apolo- 
gy he tells Conftantivs, ** If I had been gc- 
& cusd before others, I had appeald unto 
« your Majeſty, as the Apoſtle appeal'd un- 
«< to Ceſar-—But ſeeing they bave taken 
* the boldneſs to calumniate me before Thee, 
<* to whom fhall I appeal froze Thee, but to 
© the Father of him who ſaid, I am trath, 
* that he may incline thy heart to mercy ? 

« St. Hzlary tells him ( and in the time 
© of Perſecution too) your mild nature 
« ( bleſſed Lord) agreeth with your graci- 
© ous difpoſlitionz and becauſe of your 
5 great mercy, we don't doubt of eaſily ob- 
«* taining what we defire of you'; we beg 
& of you not onely with words, but tears, 
* that the Catholick Church be no longer 
&« perſecuted by our brethren. Hilar. ad | 
« Conft. l. 2. 

And 20 Biſhops of the Weft, in the con- 
clufion of a Letter from a Synod at Arimi- | 
zum, © We beſcech you, that you cauſe 
«* us not to ſtay from our Charges 3 but that | 
<« the Biſhops, together with their own Peo- 
« ple, may with peave employ m_—_— 


- 
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*< in 'prayers and the ſervice of 'Ged, making 
<« ſupplication for your Kingdoms ſafety and 
& -peace, in which the divine Majeſty long 
« preſerve you. Atha. Epiſt, de Sym. Ari. $«c. 

Hoſes likewiſe (a man of an extraordi- 
nary Zeal and Courage) though provok't 
by the ſevereſt Perſecutions imaginable, 
can't think it lawfull for him to ſpeak 
ſo much as diſ-reſpe&fully of the Empe- 
rour : but tells him, * Since he had re- 
« ceivd his Imperial Power. from God, 
«* whoſoever did detra@ any thing from that, 
© ſhould be look't upon as an oppoſer of 
« the Ordinance of God. 

It would be eaſe to ſeem very learned up- 
on this point, that is, to ſtuff my Margin 
with quotations 3 but that's a vanity I am 
not over-defirous to be thought guilty of. 
I hope the authorities I have already cited, 
will be ſufficient to prove what I delign'd, 
viz, That it was the judgment of the Primi- 


_ tive Chriſtians, that no ill uſage from their 


Emperour, though a Heathen or Apoſtate, 
could authorize them to affront him 3 and 
that difference of Religion, doth not, by any 
means, cancell our Obedience to him. 


Now that the face of things ſhould be 
ſoon chang'd, as that it ſhould be damnation 
to ſpeak ill of the Emperour under Conſtan- 


tins ; and under Julian, his immediate Suc- 


ceſlour , not onely permitted, but merito- 
' rious, 
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rious, to curſe him (as Mr. Johnſer: acquaiiits 
us) is very ſtrange. mes 

I am 'confident if they did thoſe Adons 


he lays to their charge; they had-no preſident | 


for them in former ages ;::and the dodrine 
they govern'd- themſelves by, was perfectly 
new and theit own : For 'tis well known all 
the firſt Chriſtians acted quite contrary 
they continually night and day pray'd for 
the ſafety of the Emperour,  ['Cypr. ad 'De- 
es] 5 * ;3] 

It would be eafie out of 'the .Martyrolo- 
gies of the: firſt times, to give inſtances of 
the Chriſtians ſubmiſſion, - as ſtrange, as the 
cruelty of their Perſecutours : But this will 
' be: unneceſfary, fince their. ſufferings and 
patience are ſo well known, that Mr. Fohn- 
for himſelf is forc't to own it ; but tells us 
withall, 'twas their duty to ſuffer patiently, 
becauſe they were perſecuted according to 
law. This anſwer is of very little force, for 
there was no other law but the will of their 
Emperours againſt them , -or their Edidt, 
which were onely their will manifeſted ; 
both which. were as much Laws in Jzliars 
time, as Nero's > Therefore why the Chriſti- 
ans ſhould think it their duty patiently to 
ſubmit to all the inhumane cruelties of that 
firſt Perſecutour, and thoſe under Faliar re- 
bel], or at leaſt murmur at thoſe lighter preſ- 
ſures of their Emperour, I am not able to re- 
folve. | 
; I am 
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I am inclin'd to think, that Mr. Johnſor's 
Chriſtians were not ſo good as they ſhould 
be 3 for thoſe that will onely ſubmit quietly 
to Perſecution upon ſome conditions (for he 
tells us, though they refiſted Jz/7an, they 
would patiently have bore the cruelty of a 
Heathen perſecutour ) are governd rather 
by humour than Religion ; for the Goſpel L 
am ſure makes no-diſtintion, and 'tis a re- 
ceivd maxim, QO4z lex non diſtinguit nemo 
diſtinguere debet > Where the Law makes no 
diſtindtion, no man ought to doe it. 

Burt beſides, it has been ſufficiently prov'd, 
that Conſtantivs's proceedings were altoge- 
ther as illegal and arbitrary, as thoſe of Fu 
lian could poſſibly be 3 they were both Apa=- 
ſtates, and though indeed the latter was leſs 
to be excusd (it being ſomething a worſe de- 
feftion to Paganiſm than Arianiſm) yet in 
reſpe&t of the quiet and ſecurity of the 
Church, they were both equally dangerous. 
And yet we ſee from the Examples of fo ma- 
ny Biſhops, the prayers of all the people, that 
they were ſo far from curſing him or giving 
him to the Devil for his due, that they ſeem 
to be fond of his life, and mike the eſtabliſh- 
ment and welfare of the Empire, to be the 
firſt buſineſs of their prayers. For hence it is 
that we give reſpe& to a Heathen, if put in 
Authority ; for though he be moſt unworthy 
of it himſelf, who holding God's place, gives 
the Devil thanks for it 3 but the honour we 

| D give 
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give him, his place challengeth. [ &. 35. exerc. 
Nov. Teſt. Tom 4. op. Av.] 


CIT AT. Iv. 
Actions. 


rome: oive an Account of the Chriſt;- 
þ d- 


ans behaviour in their Actions toward 


- 


( 07, ft ant 7444 . it will be neceijary to make | 


ſome Remarks upon thoſe rwo Adions of a 
Souldier and a Etfhop under Fuliar, which 
Mr. Joh»ſon faith may manitelt how the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians deſpis'd him ( beſides that 
it 1- very foul ply to infer the general ſenſe 
of the Church from that of but two mem- 
bers of it) I cannot grant that the Primitive 
Chriſtians would by any means allow of theſe 
Actions. 

As to the firſt, that of Yalentinian, T muſt 
needs own 'twas far more excuſable than 
what old Gregory did, for his CharaQter, and 
the meanneſs of the perſon that ſuffer” d by 
him, may plead ſomething in his, behalf, ſtri- 
king na Souldier being more pardonable than 
na Biſhop, and veating a Prieſt, more tole- 
rable, than kicking an Emperour 3 but this 
will not juſtifie the violence, for 1t was un- 
doubtedly a fault, though the praiſes the 
Hiſtorian gives it, would {cem to prove the 
contrary. 
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contrary.. For to this T anſwer, That the 
Action deſerv'd to be praisd, not for its own 
ſake, but becauſe it ſhew'd an extraordinary 
Zeal for Chriſtianity -z 1t was the Motive, 
and not the Fact, that was to be commen- 
ded; and that this is not purely a ſurmiſe , 
but the real iwruth of the matter, we may 117+ 
terr trom' this plain mſtance, In the Primi- 
tive Church many killd themſelves, when 
they could by no other means avoid facri- 
ficing to Idols; and they ttand now upon 
Record for Martyrs. This Action of theirs 
was certainly (clf-murther, and conſequently 
criminal \ and Dr, Z/ummond athrms, that 1t 
Was a fault in them roo; bit the Jove of 
God, and the fear they ſhould be polluted 
by idols, was the cauſe of it. And fo though 
It might as a frailty be pardon'd by God's 


- mercy in Chriſt, yet ſure this killing them- 


ſelves was not that which made them Mar- 
tyrsz but that great love of God, and refol- 
ving againſt Idolatrous worſhip, which teſti- 
fied it (elf in their killing themſelves for that: 
Cauſe : This it was that made them pats for 
Martyrs, and that other incident fault of 
theirs, was not, in that caſe, thought ſo great, 
as to diveſt them or rob them of that Ho- 
nour, [| Dr. Ham, Pr. Ca. ] and us highly 
probable that this was Vulertinian's Caic z 
'twas not his ſtriking the Prieſt, but his Con- 
feflton, that gave him a title to two King- 
doms, that of the Empire and Heaven, 

D 2 But 
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But I need not have ſaid ſo much of this, 

for Mr. Johnſon himſelf allows it to be an 

unaccountable Attion, p. 44- 

As to the extravagant Aion of old Gre- 
gory Nazianzen (for I can't juſtly give it a 
milder Epithet) certainly nothing but the 
partiality of a Son can excuſe it, and 'tis a 
fault even in him to commend it 3 for who 
can ſtretch forth his hand againſt the Lord's 
anointed ( (ure the Foot 1s not excepted ) 
and be guiltleſs (1 Sam. 26.9.) St. Chryſoſtom's 
forbidding the Empreſs Eydoxia tocome with- 
in the Church, was not half ſo infolent as 


this A& of Gregory's, yet he ſeverely repented_ 


of it, and tells us,- in the cooler hours of his 
life, he did more than he could'juſtifie. 


If I were to ſpecifie the particular Actions of 


the Primitive Chriſtians under Conſtantive, in 
oppoſition to thoſe under Jxlzaz, I ſhould be 
as prolix and tedious as Mr. Johnſoz is in his 
compariſon of Popery and Paganiſm 3 I ſhall 
add 1n general terms, (and I defie any one to 
diſprove me out of the Writings of. the Fa- 
thers, the Hiſtories, and the Martyrologies 
of that age) that the Souldiers, (though of 
a contrary opinion) fought for him. The 
Fathcrs (though baniſh'd ) pray'd for him, 
as likewiſe did the Martyrs under perfecu- 
tion, till the Exccutioner put an end art once, 
both to their devotion, and their lives. 


CHAP. 
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CHAE: ©» 


Of their Devotion, their Pſalms and 
Prayers. 


Don't think there is ſo much difference 
] between Prayers and Pſalms, as to treat 
of them ſeverally in two diſtin Chapters. 
But ſhall ſpeak of them here together (I hope) 
without any great abſurdity. 

I muſt confeſs there ſeems ſome weight in 
the inſtance Mr. Johnſon urges of the young 
Martyr Theodorus, who curs'd the Emperour 
out cf the Pſalms ; and when he ſuffer'd for 
it, by an extraordinary aſſiſtance from Hea- 
ven, not onely ſurvivd, but enjoy'd the tor- 
ture : But (like all the reſt he writes) cis 
onely gloſs, and onely fit to be ſwallow'd 
by thoſe whoſe uſe he defigns his book for, 
the prejudic'd and ignorant : TZheſe believe, 
becauſe they don't underſtand 3 Thoſe, be- 
cauſe it makes for them. For this Holy 
Martyr repeated this with the ſame ſpirit 
that David firſt deliver'd it, by way of de- 
nouncing God's judgments, not delivering 
bis own ſentiments: And Mr. Johnſon may 
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as well fay the Pricſt curſes the People in + 
the ſulemn Service on Aſhwedneſday, as Theo + 
dorus did the Emperour then ; for the Idola- 
ers COME in for their ſhare there t00. 
r, Johnſon ſays but little of their prayers 

Be - © it little too he draws from Eegery's 
Izvetive 3 where he tells the People what 
a Champion his Father had been againſt J- 
lian, how he had ſtricken him with the joint 
prayers of the people, ec. It he did, 'twas 
contrary t all chat the Chriſtians ever dic 
betore him. And then what may we judge 
of thoic prayers, but that they were as ecx- 
travoidinary and unjuſtifiable as his threat- 
ning to kick the Emperour ? the ſupplicati- 
11S © 11s Predeceliours were not of this 
itrain. 7eriull;zan will tell us [That the Scrip- 
tures Cnjoin us, for ſhewing the redundancy 
of our Chaiity, to pray to God even for 
our enemics, and wiſh well unto our per- 
{ecutours, ] Tertul. Apol. cap. 31, and 32. 
And in another place, | We pray tor the Em- 
perour's ſatety, we call upon the eternal God, 
the true God, the living God, whom the 
#mperours themſelves would wiſh above 
all others ſhould be propitious to them. 
Ibid. 30. 

And what 1s more, he tells them in the 
ſame place, | Having our arms thus ſpread out 
unto our God, let the Hooks tear us, the 
Crolles hang us, the Fires lick us up, &. 
the poſture of a Chriſtian praying is fitted 
for 
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for all. kind of torments : Come ye good 
Governours, wreſt out the ſoul that is ſup- 
plicating for the Emperour : ] Can any thing 
be greater 2 This 1s the patience of a Primi- 
tive Martyr. By this we ſee not onely calm- 
ly to dye for the Truth, but even to dye 
praying for the Perfſecutour, was one of 
the great requiſits to obtain ſo glorious a 
title. 

But perhaps Mr. Johnſor will tell us this 
is but one Dofor's opinion ; but if he will 
take the pains onely to look in the Indexes 
of the Fathers, he will be direfted to ma- 
ny places, in each of them, to this pur- 
poſe. 

Cyprian ſpeaking to the Emperour, ſays, 
[ Day and night continually and 1nſtantly do 
we pray, propitiating and appealing God, 
for your peace and ſafety, ] Cypr. ad De- 
met. | 

Sebaſtian tells the Emperour Diocleſear , 
[ The Prieſts of the Temples do poſleſs your 
Majeſty with an unjuſt ſuſpicion of us, ſug- 
geſting falſe tales, as if we were enemies to 
the Commonwealth ; whereas by our pray- 
ers the Commonwealth is better'd and in- 
creas'd 3 for we ceaſe not to pray for your 
Empire and the Roman Army." 

But to come nigher home, Athanaſius ( a 
man not over tame but when it was his du- 
ty ) gives this reaſon for celebrating pray- 
er in the Church of' Alexandria, before it 
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was dedicated, that the people earneſtly 
preſt him, that they might all pray for the 
ſafety of the Emperour in the Church, 
which he himſelf had builded ; being ready 
otherwiſe to go out of the City, and af- 
ſemble themſelves in the deſfarts, at the fo- 
lemnity of Eaſter, which at that time was to 
be celebrated. 

And again, ſpeaking to the Emperour, 
[ You do not forbid, but are willing that all 
men ſhould pray, knowing that this is the 
prayer of all, that you may live in ſafety, 
and continually reign in peace. And 
again ( O Emperour of God moſt belov'd ) 
many circuits of years, I pray, may you live, 
and accompliſh ' the dedication of this 
Church; for thoſe prayers that are made 
within for your welfare, don't at all hinder 

the dedication of the Church. ] 


This will be enough to fatisfhe any rea- 
 ſonable man, that Curſing an Emperour is 
not ſo Catholick a Dodrine as Mr. Fohnſor 
would have us to belteve, and that all the 
Fathers were not of old Gregory's mind. 
I am inclin'd to believe, that if he could 
have found but one inſtance more of ſuch 
a fiery Zeal, it had certainly. appear'd, and 
been improv'd to the beſt advantage : For 
we find by his tranſcribing ſo great a part 
of the Book of Homilies, he is of 'a good 
Communicative nature, and- keeps nothing 

to 
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to himſelf that may prove 1n the leaſt bene- 
ficial to the publick. 

But I believe it will be a hard thing to find 
the leaſt pretence for this DoQrine,in all the 
Orthodox Writings in former ages 3 and any 
of the Fathers would look upon the broacher 
of ſuch principles with as much deteſtation, - 
and call him as many names as Gregory did 
Julian the Apoſtate. » 


Before I conclude this Chapter, it will 
not be impertinent to ſhew, that prayers 
and tears were not ſo much out of faſhion 
m the Primitive Church, as to be ridicu- 
lous in outs; as for their prayers, that they 
were not aim'd againſt the Emperour, I hope 
has been ſufficiently ſhew'd already, but one- 
ly intend:d for his ſafety. And though ir 
may ſeem #nmanly, yet that it was not u#- 
chriſtian to weep, St. Ambroſe will inform 
us 3 Who ſpeaking to his Flock at Milaze, 


_ tells them, | Willingly I will never forſake 


you ; being conſtrain'd, I know not how to 
make oppoſition; I can ſorrow, I can weep, 
I can 1igh, againſt Armour, Souldiers and 
Goths : Tears are my weapons, for ſuch is 
the Armour of a Prieſt, otherways I cannot, 
dare not, refiſt.] Amb. in Ora, de Baſe. non 
Trad. | 
And this ſame Father ( who had likewiſe 
to deal with an 4r:a» Emperour, Valentinian 
the younger) did not defend himſelt or” his . 
and 


30 Conſtantius zhe Apoſtate. 


hand or his weapon, but by faſtings, and con- 
tinual watchings, and continuing under the 
Altars, by his prayers he procur'd God to be 
a defender both of him and his Church. 
Ruf. Ec. HT. 0. 2. c. 26. 

And that Prayers and Tears do very wel] 
together, St. Bernard tells us, writing to [x- 
dovicws then King of France. | Indecd we 
will ſtand and fight even unto death, if need 
ſo requircs, in our Mothers bchalt, with ſuch 
weapons as we may lawfully ufe ; not with 
Bucklers and Swords, but with Prayers and 
Tears to God. ] I ſuppoſe if he had meant 
againſt the Emperour, he would hardly have 
wrote him word ſo. Ber. in Ep. 221. ad 


Ludo. Re. 
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CHAP. VI 


Conſtantius's Death. 


O-ſtantins, after having reign'd 38 years, 

( a great while for a Roman Empe- 

rour and Ferſecutour, and yet not too Jong, 
for Athanaſizs wiſheth him many Circuits of 
years) making War in Perſza, heard the un- 
welcome News of J-liaz”s being proclaim'd 
Emperour by the Army : 'TIs not to be 1ma- 
gined but he reſcntcd this treacherous Action 
with the higheſt indignation 3 but we do 
not hear that he attempted to exclude him 
for it ; he knew he had declard Juliar's 
right to the Succeſſion, by making him Ce- 
Jar 3 and that conſequently it was not 1n his 
power to take away that right which was 
derivd from the Law of Nature, and con- 
firm'd by his Edit, and which could onely 
ccaſe with Juliarn's Life, That theſe were 
his thoughts, we ſhall beſt judge by his pro- 
ceedings in this affair ; for he did not put 
out his Edidts to take away the title of C#- 
Jar from Julian. ( which was cquivalent to 
that of Heir-Apparent with us ) TRY 
Je 
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ſhewing his deſign to diſ-inherit him ; but 
leaving the, proſecution of that War he had 
begun in Perſia, he carried his Army againſt 
Julian, to be revengd of that ungratefull 
Uſarper, and to ſecure himſelf in the Em- 
pire ; for he might kill Julian as a Rebell, 
and fo his right would fall of courſe ; but 
he could not diſ-inherit him as ſuch, becauſe 
God, though he gave the power of life and 
death to the Magiſtrate, hath yet relerv'd 
the difpoling of Kingdoms to himſelf. But 
to proceed in the Narrative : Conſtantias, 
whether from inward grief, or the toil of a 
long journey, or both (is not materia]) fell 
Ill at Mopſuecrene, a place between Cappado- 
cia and Cilicia, where in a very ſhort time 
he died of a very high Fever; for Mar- 
ce/inus ſaith, that he burnt all over like fire, 
ſo that his ſervants could not ſo much as 
touch his body. Socrates indeed gives us a 
far different account of his diſtemper, attri- 
buting his Death to an Apoplexy. I ſhall 
lcave the reconciliation of theſe two Hiſto- 
rians to thoſe that think themſelves concern'd 
in it; for it is not material- here of what 
death he died : but it is certain the News of 
it was miraculouſly convey'd to Jzlzaz ; for 
after he had conſulted his Gods and Prieſts 
about the event of things, and they had al- 
ſur'd him of ſucceſs above his hopes, yet he 
was diſſatisfied ſti!] 3 he look't upon what 
they ſaid to be rather flattery than prophe- 
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cy, and thought their predictions rather 
ſquar'd to his deſires, than truth 3 but he 
was quickly ſatisfied by an extraordinary re- 
velation ; for at the very ſame time the Em- 
perour died in Cz/icia, a Souldier that lified 
Julian upon his horſe ; he being ſeated, ſud- 
denly himſelf fell down upon the ground , 
and cried out in. the hearing of all the com- 
pany, T hat he who had raisd himup ſo high, 
was fallen himſelf. Marcel. Hb. 21, 


Having given this account of his Death, I 
hope it will not be prepoſterous to ſpezk a 
word or two of his Repentance. 

Socrates 1s filent-in this matter, and the 
great Athanaſius politively affirms, that he 
continued in his damnable Hereſte till the 
laſt. ["Os peyer TAS I12uewas cy accu, | 
P- 907. And that dying, he defir'd to be bap- 
iz d, but not by a holy man, but by one 
Euzoins ( this is alſo confirm'd by Socrates ) 
that had been depos'd for A4rianiſzm. Ibid. 

lt any one enquires into the credit of this 
great Father, I ſhall refer him to Gregory 
Nazianzen's own Speech in commendation of 
him , which he thus begins, | In praiſing 
Athanaſius, | praiſe Vertue it ſelf, cc] Greg. 
Nazian. in Laud. Athan. And to Conſtantins's 
CharaGter of him ( who certainly might be 
believ'd when he commended one he ated ) 
in a Letter he ſent to the people of Alexan- 
aria, wherein he highly commends his in- 


tegrity, 
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regrity, ec. Athan. Works. Epiſt. 2. ad Pop. 
Alex. Now which is to be believed, Atha- 
naſius or Gregory, in the account of Cor- 
ſtantins's dying a Convert or an Apoſtate, [ 
leave the Impartial Reader to judge. 

But the authority he uſeth to induce us 
to believe a Chriſtian did that treacherous 
att, is much to be ſuſpefted ; for. 4mm. Mar- 
cell. lib. 24. 1s filent as to that, who was con- 
cern'd 1n the expedition, and an eye-witneſs 
of what pa(t 5 as likewiſe Eztropzus. But 
Aurelius Vidor arms the quite contrary, viz. 
that he was kill'd by a Horſe-man of the 
enemies, and one that was flying-too. But 
Theodoret tells us poſitively, cap. 25. lib. 3. 
Toy wkv TI Thv Welty exact EmElx91% WAnYiY 
894; eye pee! xz Thuggw 3 Who it was 
that ſtruck this juſt ſtroke, no man knows 
to this day. And that it was not probable 
that a Chriſtian would be guilty of this fad, 
will manifeſtly enough appear, from the 
paſſionate reſentments. they ſhew'd at his 
death. See Marce//. l. 24. 


Conſtantius the Apoſtate. 35 


CHAF 


How they us'd his Memory. 


HE Primitive Chriſtians were ſo far 

from offering any injury to the Me- 
mory of Conſtantius, that as if they, had 
onely remembred he was their Emperour 3 
and now by his being dead, own'd a new ob- 
ligation ſuperadded to that, to ſpeak well of 
Him; they deplore his loſs with all the de- 
monſtrations of a real ſorrow : the eyes that 
were wet when he perſecuted them, wept 
afreſh at his funeral, as if they had perfealy 
learn't that great leſion of their Saviour, not 


 onely to bear with, but even to love their 


enemies. The Souldiers you would think, 
by the extravagance of their grief, had forgot 
their Character ; and Conſtantine himſelf 
died not more lamented than his Son. 7z- 
lian, who had no great reaſon to be fond 
of his life, if he conſulted his own ſafety , 
aſliſted at his Obſequies, and made a very 
conſiderable figure in that forrowiull pro- 
ceſſion ; and if we reade Gregory Nzian- 


zer's deſcription of his tuneral, we muſt needs 
{rand 
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ſtand amaz'd at the greatneſs of their Charity ; 
He tells us, that he was carried forth with all 
the ſolemnity the Chriſtians usd to honour 
the Corps of a Pious Hero with 3 and would 
fain perſuade the people to believe that the 
very Angels themſelves, in reward of his un- 
uſaal piety, contributed their affiſtance to 
inhance the Glories of his Funeral ; but whe- 
ther this is one of that Father's flights,or really 
true, I ſhan't contend : this 1s certain from 
all the Hiſtories of that age, that he died ge- 
nerally lamented ; and that thoſe that ſut- 
ter d by his Edidts, did not preſume to bluſ- 
pheme the Memory of him that made them. 

This was the Conduct of the Primitive 
Chriſtians 3 and 1f they ever atted contrary, 
it was not to be imputed to their Religion, 
but their Paſhons. T ſhall eafily grant that 
there are ſome ſevere reflexions upon Jia 
to be met withall in Authours of very good 
note 3 but I hope Mr. Johnſor will not infer 
from that, that they are warrantable. If he 
reades thoſe very Fathers thorough, he will 
find that their Theory runs ſometimes con- 
trary to their PraGtice, and that they don't 
always act according to their own principles; 
and 1 don't know why he ſhould draw thoſe 
paſſages into preſidents for us, which the 
Authours themſelves in their cooler minutes 
were aſham'd to own, 
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CH A P. Valk 


Reflexions on the Behaviour of theſe 
Chriſtians, wherein, of Paſſroe Obe- 


dience, 


Hat the Perſecution under Conſtantins 

was much ſeverer than any of the ten 
former, is evident to any one that conſiders 
the Cruelites that were daily ated by the 
Arian Hereticks ; who as they were much 
more zealous for their Opinions than the 
Heathens, ſo conſequently they were more 
eager in proſecuting thoſe that diſſented from 
them : [The loſs of a Trade or Profeſſion was 
not the puniſhment of their Non-conformity, 
but of Life too ; nay, there were penalties. 
inflicted where death was the leaſt part of 
the puniſhment : But all theſe heavy grie- 
vances did not make them queſtion God's 
Providence, or remonſtrate to the Decrees 
of .the Emperour 3 they did not make their 
preſſures juſt, by impatiently ſubmitting to 
them 3 nor fruſtrate the reward of their ſuf- 
terings, by reviling their Perſecutours ; there- 


by 
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by rendring their Perſecution onely an un- 
profitable affliction : they look't upon their 
miſcries as neceſſary tryals of their faith, 
knowing that the power of even wicked 
and hurtfull Kings is from God. | 

What therefore can juſtifie the Primitive 
Chriſtians carriage toward Juliar, if it were 
according to the account Mr. Johnſoz gives 
of it, p.662 That they vext every vein in 
his Royal heart ; faid all their prayers back- 
ward ; and call'd down for vengeance upon 
his head, &c. And at laſt concludes, They 
ſeem to have broke all the meaſures by which 
all the ancient and ſuffering Chriſtians have 
gone by in their Perſecutions, p. 68. The 
reaſons he brings to juſtifie their Actions, are 
theſe : 

1. That their caſe was different from that 
of the firſt Chriſtians, becauſe Chriſtianity 
was now the Eſtabliſht Religion of the Em- 
pire, and they were juſtly incenſed at lar 
in offering to diſturb them in the exerciſe 
of it. 

2. Since Conſtantius had repeal'd all the 
ſanguinary Edicts againſt them, they were 
perſecuted contrary to Law. 

To the firſt of theſe I anſwer 53 That if 
he takes Chriſtianity for the true Religion 
Conſtantine profeſsd and maintain'd, his al- 
ſertion is utterly falſe ; for the Emperour's 


Religion, which is likewife the Religion of 
the 
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the Empire, as far as Edits can make it, (and 


\ Conſtantine had no other way to eſtabliſh 


any thing ) was Ariani/m; for Conſtantins 
had long maintain'd that damnable Herefle, 
and had ſupply'd all the places of the Or- 
thodox Biſhops, who were bani{h'd for their 
Confeilion with the molt violent proteſſours 
of it. So that when Jzliar came to the 
Empire, the Church was far from enjoying 
that peace and tranquillity Mr. Johrfor de 
ſcribes, p. 68. for it was miſerably rent with 
diviſions, and hardly viſible but in a few 
perſecuted, diſtre{ſed members : For grant- 
ing that Conſtantive did at laſt repent, it was 
ſo late firſt, he had no time to ſettle the true 
Religion, but Iefc the Empire infeted with 
the Herefie he firſt introduced : which was 
no more Chriſtianity then, than Mahume- 
tiſm 18 now ; for though they acknowledg- 
ed a Saviour, 'twas one of their own making, 
and the Notions they entertaind of Chriſt 
may perhaps onely entitle them to greater 
damnation, than the Heathens that never 
heard his name : So that the quiet enjoy- 
ment of their Religion could not make them 
lo fierce againſt J#lar, for deſigning to mo- 
leſt them, for he could not put them into a 
greater confuſion than they were in already : 
Nay, they rather found the contrary 3 for 
whoever will take the pains to compare Ju- 
tian's Uſage of the Chriſtians with that of 
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Conſtantizs, he will. find that the Heathen 
was leſs-a Perſecutour than the Arzan; and 
that the Church had more quiet minutes in 
the ſhort Reign of Jliaz, than in 3o years 
before 3 for he ( upon what private deſigns 
matters not ) call'd home the Baniſh'd Bi- 
ſhops, and reſtor'd them to their places in 
the Church : And though he ridicul'd Chri- 
ſtianity, he did not often perſecute the pro- 
tcflours of it ; he endeavour indeed to gain 
Profclytes, but yet, like Arians, he did not 
compell people to his Altars: Nay if we 
will take Mr. Johnſon's word, he was rather 
a Tempter than a Perſecutour, I hope this 
is enough to ſhew, that there is not a word 
true of all that gay deſcription Mr. Johnſon 
gives us, p. 68,' 69, &-c. of the flouriſhing 
condition of the Church ; and conſequently 
the juſt ſenſe of the happinels they enjoyd, 
and a fear to be rob'd of it, could not ani- 
mate the Chriſtians to that degree that he 

tells us 1t did. | 
2. As tothe ſecond, That Conſtantine re- 
peal'd all the ſanguinary Edidts againſt the 
Chriſtians , and therefore if they were per- 
ſecuted, *twas contrary to Law 3; it is a very 
{hallow inference : For though that firſt 
Chriſtian Emperour repeal'd all the ſangui- 
nary Editts, yet his Succeſlour was not in 
the leaſt tied up : One ſingle word of his 
would put them all in force again. Nay if 
we 
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we believe Juſtinian ( who certainly was a 
good judge 1 the caſe ) the Emperour could 
not at contrary to Law ; for what he did, 
was according to his pleaſure, and his plea- 
ſure wasa Law, 2nod Principi placuit legis 
habet vigorem, | Juſt. 1:8. 1. 1. c. 2.] and the 
Edids were altogether as Arbitrary, for they 
were onely the Emperou's will more pub- 
lickly made known ; for Theop. defines them, 
Ediffa ſunt , cum Princeps motu proprio, «Z 
onetzs gurews wunlels aliquid conſtituit ad ho- 
neſtatem &» utilitatem reipublice 3 tor what- 
ever the Emperour enacted, how 11 ſoever, 
was ſuppos'd to be ſo ; for as his ſentence 
was always preſum'd to be juſt [ Principis 
ſentertia praſumitur ſemper juſta unde ab ea 
n0n appellatur;, ] fo likewiſe were all his 
ations : So that whether Jzl[za- put the, 
Chriſtians to death upon ſanguinary Edits, 
or rather accus'd them of other Crimes (that 
he might avoid the invidious name of a Per- 
ſecutour ) and ſo deſtroy'd them, is not ma- 
terial, for 'cis certain he commanded them 
to be executed 3 and if he did, they dy'd 
lawfully, for his Command was a Law ; and 
that the Emperour's Command had this au- 
thority, is evident from the Proteſtation of 
the people of Alexandria, Athan. p. 858. 
[ 'fit be the Emperouc's Command we ſhould 
be perſecuted, we are all ready to ſuffer 
Martyrdom 3 but if there be no ſuch thing, 
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we beſeech Maximns, the Governour of E- 
2ypt, and all the Magiſtrates, that they would 
entreat his Majeſty that no ſuch thing may 
be attempted againſt us.] So that what Mr. 
Johnſon means, p. 72. by ſaying the firſt Chri- 
itians ſuffer'd according to the Laws of their 
Country, whereas thoſe under Jaliar were 
perſecuted contrary to Law, is hard to de- 
termine 3 for every one knows the will of 
their Emperours was the Law of their Coun- 
ty, for they were as Arbitrary then as he 
that now Uſurps their Throne 3 and I hope 
no body will ſay the great 7ark perſecutes 
his Subje&s contrary to Law, when he kills 
5 or 6000 of them for diverſion : That he 
acts unjuſtly, T grant,rbut the Laws (that is, 
his will and pleaſure) are on his fide. 

But to put an end to this matter, 'twill be 
evident to any that have read the former 
p2rt of this Book, that all the ſanguinary 
Acts againſt Chriſtians were not repea[d ; for 
thoſe made by Conftantins, which were {e- 
vere enough (if we believe Athanaſius, 


P. 821, ) ſtood ſtill in force till Julian his | 


immediaie Succeſlour came to the Crown, 
But Mr. Johnſon need not have given him- 
{c]f all this trouble to juſtifie the Actions of 
the Primitive Chriſtians, for they were ne- 
ver guilty of any that wanted an excuſe ; 
for the Church under Jzlia» never own'd 


thoſe principles or praCtices that tended to_ 


the 
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the diſhonour of their Emperour, as has been 
ſhew'd at large in the 2, 3, 4 Chapters, ec, 
of this book. 

I ſhall confine my ſelf no longer to the 
Adtons of a particular people or Nation, but 
confider what is our duty as Chriſtians in re- 
lation to our Governours 3 and what ſub- 
miſtion is due to them when they perſecute 
us according to Law, or deſtroy us by an 
uncontrollable Arbitrary power. 

As to the firſt of theſe, the caſe 1s plain, 
and agreed upon on all hands, that ſubmif- 
fion is neceſlarily requir'd to a Perſecutour, 
that ads according to the Laws of his Coun- 
try : this Mr. Johſor: allows, p. 92. 1n theſe 
words : | When the Laws of God and our 
Country interfere, and 'tis made death by 
the Law of the Land to be a good Chriſtian, 


| then we are to lay down our lives for Chriſt's 


ſake. ] | 
So that all the diſpute is about our Sub- 


miſſion to a Perſecutour, that a&ts without 
the authority of the Law, and contrary to 
it. 

Mr. Johnſon denies that Submiſſion is due 
to him by the Goſpel , [| 7:4. ] but I ſhall 
make the contrary appear from the plain au- 
thority of the Holy Scriptures, the ſenſe of 
the Primitive Chriſtians, as likewiſe from 
that too of our preſent Church. 
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For, firſt, if we are not oblig'd to ſubmit 
to a Tyrant that acts contrary to the Law, 
we may refiſt him, for there is no Medium, 
flying being part of our Paſhive Obedience 
that 1s acknowledg'd due to a Perſecutour 
that as according to Law : but reſiſting is 
not in any caſe allowable ; for beſides our 
Saviour's own words, r& Toes ww evlicives, 
"tis forbidden, Rom. 12. 17. to return any 
an evil for evil, And again v. 19. Dearly 
beloved, avenge not your ſelves, but rather 
give place unto wrath : for it #s written, Ven- 
geance #s mine, 1 will repay it, ſaith the Lord. 
Now if no man may pay evil to his brother 
that has injur'd him, but by the hand of the 
Supreme Power, how can it be allowable to 
render evil for evil to the Supreme Power 
it ſelf ? It cannot be done but by a Superi- 
our, and He onely is God. - We have re- 
dreſs indecd againſt the violence of our fcl- 
low ſubject, by applying our ſelves to the 
Magiſtrate, who may puniſh the offender, 
being authorized by God ſo to doe | Roz. 3. 
4. ] But we dont find the People have the 
Ike Power over the Magiſtrate : Obedience 
1s our buſineſs, which 1s inconfiſtent with 
the liberty of reſiſting. Grotizs tells us 
plainly, Si, quia ſurmmun imperium babenti 
libet, injuria nobis inferatur, toleranda potius 
eſt quam vi reſiſtendum ; For though by the 
Law of Nature we have the power of Re- 
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pelling injuries, yet we have a greater obli- 
oation from the Civil Government under 
which we live, that wholly deveſts us of this 
right. Poteſt igitur Civitas jus illud reſiſtends 
promiſcuum publice pacis &* ordinis cauſi} pro- 
hibere , cap. 4. 1. 2. de Ju. Bel, & Pa. So 
that this patient ſubmitting to the Arbitrary 
determinations of the Magiſtrate is not one- 
ly from the dotfrrine of -our Saviour, but 
from the principlcs of Civil prudence : For 
the Lawyers will tell us, that a miſchief 1s 
better than an inconvenience ; not that the 
ficſt formally conſider'd 1s to be preferr'd to 
the latter, but that an inconvenience, whoſe 
conſequence would reach unto the general, 
ſhould be prevented rather than a miſchief, 
that would onely endamage particular-. 
Hence it is that oppoſing the Magiſtrate is 
forbid upon any terms whatſoever,  fince the 
indulgence of it would bring a train of ill 
conſequences, ten times worſe than all the 
miſchiefs we can poſiibly ſuffer from the 
cruelty of a lawleſs Tyrant 3 Fqr as Grotizs 
has it 1n his Commentary on the 13 of the 
Romans, Reges conſtituuntur ut improbitate 
repreſſa tutius vivant boni, hoc autem pleniſſi- 
me preſtant boni reges, mali quoque aliquatenus 
vel ſui cauſi, & quanquam aliquando vitii 
aliquid interveniat, nunquam tamen non tu- 
tins eſt efſe Principes, quam non eſſe : Rec 
ergo Tacitus, vitia erunt donec homines, ſed 

neque 
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neque hec continua & meliorum interventu 
penſantur. | 

It was a Maxim the former Heathens learnt 
from their Philoſophers, oJeyiv 721% gown, 
and that this anger was not always \upposd 
to be juſt, a Latin ſaying, to the ſame pur- 
poſe, will ſhew us, ames parertemr ſi equus eſs, 
ft 01, feras ; and -that the ſame, if not much 
greater difference is to be paid to our com- 
mon Father, is out of queſtion. 

In ſome caſes I allow it is lawfull not to 
. obey our Parent, or our King, but in all 
caſes 'tis neceſſary not to reſiſt. St. Peter 
Commands Servants to be ſubje# to their 
Maſters, with all fear 5 not onely the good and 
gentle, but alſo the froward ; for this is thank- 
worthy, if a man for conſcience-ſake toward 
God endure grief, ſuffering wrongfully : and 
Grotivs will tell us, Wuod dicitur ſubjeFio- 
nem dominis deberi etiam duris, idem ad re- 
ges quoque referendum. Nay we owe a grea- 
ter ſubmiſſion to our Governours, than a Ser- 
vant doth to his Maſter; for if he complains 
of wrongfull uſage, redreſs is to be had from 
the Magiſtrate 3 but we can onely appeal 
to God. 

But to put this matter beyond all contro- 
verſie, let's conſider what St. Paul ſays, 
Rom. 13. 2. Whoſoever reſiſts the power, re- 
fs/ts the ordinance of God ; and they that re- 
fejt, ſhall receive to themſelves damnation. 
Here 
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Here is a general rule laid down without 
the leaſt exception 3 and that it belongs to 
us, will be evident, if we confider who gave 
it St. Pal, who being the Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles , what he delivers is univerſal. And 
why ſhould we preſume to be wiſer than the 
Law, and make diſtintions where we find 
none.? St. Paul tells us, Whoever reſiſts the 
power, ſhall be damwd. Mr. Johnſon tells 
us, we may refiſt one that as contrary to 
Law : This diſtin&ion might. be plaulible, 
if this wicked power were not the Ordi- 
nance of God 3 but ſince it is ( as I ſhall 
evidently make out by and by) the reſiſt- 
ing this Ordinance contraQts a guilt, that 
makes us obnoxious to eternal torments. 
Mr. Johnſoz indeed quotes BraFon to prove, 
that a Magiſtrate can have no power from 
God, to aG& contrary to the Law, Qua po-. 
teſtas juris ſolins Dei eſt , poteſtas autem in- 
jurig Diaboli: But TI wonder what Divine 
ever conſulted a common Lawyer before a- 
bout a Caſe of Conſcience ; for I believe 
Weſtminſter-Hal/ Divinity is as bad as Pulpit- 
law : He may likewiſe, if he pleaſe, make 
uſe of Scotch Politicks, and he will find his 
Friends, Knox and Bachanar, of his opinion : 
But St. Auguſtine will tell bim (Pref. in Ear. 
2 Þſ. 29.) [Every evil man hath in himſelf 
the will to hurt 3 but to be able to hurt, 1s 
not in his power ; In that he hath the will 
to 
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to hurt, he is already guilty 3 but that he 
ſhould have the ability, is permitted by the 
ſecret diſpenſation of God's Providence ; 
toward ſome for Puniſhment ; toward ſome 
for Tryal 3 toward ſome for obtaining a 
Crown : For puniſhment, as the P#:/i/tins 
were permitted to ſubdue the people of 1/: 
rael , becauſe they had ſinned againſt God : 
For tryal, the Devil was permitted to aſſault 
Jobs but Job was tryed, the Devil con- 
founded : For winning the Crown, the Per- 
ſecutours were jet looſe againſt the Mar- 
tyrs ; the Martyrs were (lain, the Perſecu- 
tours thought they had gotten the day ; 
theſe did fal(ly triumph in publick, the o- 
ther were truly crown'd in ſecret : There- 
fore that he is permitted to deal againſt any, 
proceedeth from the ſecret diſpenſation of 
God's Providence ; but that he hath a will 
to hurt, cometh from the man himſelf.] Here 
we ſee oppoſing even a Perſecutour, is re- 
fiſting the Ordinance of God ( ſince he 
hath his power from above,) and what 
the conſequence of that is, no Chriſtian can 
be ignorant of. ' Now that this was not Ca- 
ſually ſpoken by that Great Father, but his 
ſetled opinion, 1s plain from his conſtant ad- 
hering to 1t : For in another place he (ys, 
(1.5. de C. D. c. 8. ) | From whom [| God] 
are all powers, howſoever all mens wills are 
not from him ;]] and again(14. de Na.Bor.&c;) 
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[ The power even of hurtfull Kings 1s from 
God. ] - Theod. likewiſe on the 13 to the 
Romans, $Juum vult eos qui peccant caſtigare 
a malis Magiſtratibus regi permittit. And [/:- 
dore tells us plainly, [ Hence we ſee both a 
bad and good power 1s ordained by God, 
Bonam propitio, malam irato ; for we owe 
good Kings to the gift of God, but evil ones 
to our fins 3 Reges quando boni ſunt, mnteris 
eſt Der, quando vero mali ſceleris eſt Populi.) 
But ſome may ſay the Fathers are men, and 
conſequently may err 3 to obviate this Ca- 
vil, I ſhall add the undoubted authority of 
Scripture, Rom. 13. 1. There is no power but 
of God, and the powers that be are ordained 
of God : and Fob 34. 10. God maketh 2 
wicked man to reign for the ſins of the People. 


Since therefore 'tis plain from theſe many 
inſtances, that the power of wicked Princes 
is from God, our refiltance cannot be any 
ways warrantable: We may as well quarrel 
with Providence for ſending Plagues among 
us, or murmur at the Almighty when he vi- 
fits us with his Judgments, as refiſt a Perſe- 
cutour ; for he is ſent to puniſh us for our 
fins; he is onely the inſtrument, the rod in 
God's hand, which we ought rather to kiſs 
than burn. 

I hope it has been ſufficiently proved from 
the Scriptures, and Senſe of the Fathers, that 
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the power of wicked Princes is from God, 
and conſequently it is our duty to ſubmit to 
them, though they alt never ſo illegally. 
It remains now, that I ſhould prove, that 
this is likewiſe the DodGrine of our preſent 
Church ; and here I might refer my Reader 
to all the Writings of our Eminent Divines 
fince the Reformation, whoſe buſineſs it 
has been to preach up Obedience to Gover- 
nours, and have unammouſly declar'd a- 
gainſt reſiſtance upon any terms whatſoe- 
ver : I might tranſcribe great part of Biſhop 
Bilſon, Biſhop Taylor and Dr. Hammorad's 
Trad&s upon this ſubje&t, but I ſhall rather 
chuſe onely to quote the Homilies, it being 
agreed on all fides, that in them is contain'd 
the true Doctrine of our Church ; and 
Mr. Johnſon delervedly ſtiles them the next 
beſt book to the Bible. I wiſh he could. 
commend them upon his own knowledge ; 
but I am afraid he never read any more of 
them than ſerv'd for a preſent purpoſe, and 
cares as little for them otherwiſe as the 
Country people do: For if he had met with 
the Homilies againſt Rebellion and Diſobe- 
dience, we ſhould never have had that afler- 
tion, p. 92. That the onely Caſe wherein the 
Goſpel requires Paffive Obedience, is when 
the Laws are againſt a man : For in the firſt 
Homily againſt Diſobedience and Wilfull 
Rebellion, there are theſe words , LH 

all 
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ſhall find in very many and almoſt infinite 
places in Holy Scripture, as well of the Old 
Teſtament as the New ; as well the Evil as 
the Good do reign by God's Ordinance, and 
we are bound to obey them. ] And again——- 
[ It cometh not of chance and fortune ( as 
they term it ) nor of the ambition of mor- 
tal men and women climing up of their own 
accord to dominion, that there bz Kings, 
Queens and Princes, and other Governours 
over men, being their Subjeds; but All Kings 
and Queens and other Governours are eſpe- 


cially appointed by the Ordinance of God.] 


— And again, | What ſhall Subjeqs doe 
then 2? ſhall they obey the valiant, ſtour, 
wiſe and good Princes, and contemn, diſo- 
bey and rebell againſt Children, or againſt 
indiſcreet and evil Governours ? God for- 
bid, ec. ] And the reaſon follows —{For a 
Rebell is worſe than the worlt Prince, and 
Rebellion worſe than the worſt Government 
of the worſt Prince that hitherto has been.) 
——-And in another place, [ Shall the Sub- 
jets both by their wickednels provoke God 
for their deſerved puniſhment, to give them 
an undiſcreet or evil Prince, and allo rebell 
againſt them, and alſo againſt God, who for 
the puniſhment of their ſins did give them 
ſuch a Prince 2] I am weary of tranſcribing 
out of a Book that ought to be almoſt as 


well known to us as our Bibles 3 bur I can't 
forbcar 
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forbear to inſert this paſſage, which is ſo 
pertinent to the buſineſs in hand, and makes 
it plain that we ought by our repentance 
to avert the miſeries of a wicked Prince, and 
not by reſiſting his power 3 the words are 
theſe, ——| Let us take away our wicked- 
neſs, that provok'd God to ſet ſuch an one 
over us, and God will cither diſplace him, 
or of an evil Prince, make him a good 
Prince ; ſo that we fiſt change our evil in- 
to good; for Subjets to deſerve through 
their fins, to have an evil Prince, and to re- 
bell againſt him were double and treble 
evil, by provoking God more to plague 
them : Nay, let us either deſerve to have a 
good Prince, or let us patiently ſuffer and 
obey ſuch as we deſerve. ] 


Having thus ſccur'd the Supreme Magi- 
ſtrate from the violence of his Subjects, it 
will be neceſfary to take ſome care of his un- 
der Officers ; whoſe power, fince it is the 
Ordinance of God ( for Epiphanins proves, 
that the many Magiſtrates under one King 
are Ordain'd of God, from the 13 to: the 
Romans) ought no more to be refiſted than 
the King's. | Er 

Though this may ſeem ſomething harſh 
in an Engliſh man's ears, who will acknow- 
ledge perhaps that the King can doe no in- 
Jury, and 1s above the cenſure of the Law , 

yet 
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yet he knows his Officers are accountable 
for any illegal at 3 and the very Command 
of the Prince cannot ſecure them from be- 
ing impeach't by the People : granting this 
to be very true ; yet I ſhall ſtill aſſert, that 
the inferiour Magiſtrate, though in the exe- 
cution of an illegal aCt is not to be repell'd 
by force; for though Bra@or tells us, Ez 
qui vult viribus uti erit viriliter reſiſtendum 5 
and the law in our own defence permits us 
to kill our enemy, yet ( as It is ſufficiently 
declar'd before ) we fin in ſo doing ; and 
though we eſcape here, judgment will over- 
take us hereafter. Let's hear St. Peter's opi- 
nion 1n the cafe, 1 Peg. 2. 13, 14, 15. S#b- 
mit your ſelves unto every ordinance of man 
for the Lord's ſake, whether to the King as 
ſupreme, or unto governours, as unto thens 
that are ſent by him..—For this is the will 
of God, &c.-——From this *tis plain that we 
ought to ſubmit to inferiour Officers for the 
Lord's ſake, as well as ſupreme 3 this ſub- 
ordinate power being from God, though 
not immediately : This is ſufficiently ac- 
knowledged in our Saviour's anſwer to Pz- 
late, Thou couldſt bave no power over me, exe 
cept it were given thee from above ; and we 
all know he was under the Emperour. 

I am not ignorant that the above-cited 
Text from St. Peter has been perverted to 
ſerve upon a far different occafion ; the im- 
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proper tranſlation of afzwrim x1io1; hu- 
mane Ordinance giving occaſion to ſome 
Ignorant or ill-minded people to infer, that 


| all government is of humane inſtitution ; but 
to any conſidering man 'tis plain, that #7; 


here ſiznifies a perſor, and not a thing, from 
the diviſion ſubjoyn'd, whether 1t be to 
Kings as Supreme, or Governours, ec. and 
therefore the beſt Franſlation runs, Submit 
your ſelves to every humane creature, Here it 
may be objected, that this explication is too 
Jarge, becauſe undoubtedly we are not to 
ſubmit to all men: To this I anſwer, that 
ſentences deliver'd in general terms are not 
always to be taken in their full extent; but 
reſtritions are allowable, provided they are 
had from. parallel places in Scripture 3 for 
this Command of ſubjeFing our ſelves to all 
72en, implies no more but this, We muſt /ab- 
mit our ſelves to all men to whom ſubmiſſion 
#* due : fo Haymo in Rom. 13. Subditi eſtote 
omni creature, i. e. omnibus hominibus nobis 
prepoſitis. But that which gives colour for 
the allowance of this reſtriction, 1s the like 
expreſſion in the ſame Chapter, v. 17. where 
we are commanded to honour all men. Cer- 
rainly the meaning of this is not that the 
King fhould honour his Subjects, or the Fa- 
ther his Children. But as Dr. Hammond in 
his Paraphraſe on the place, [| Give every 
man the Honour and Obedience that is due 
to 
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to him : 7] and St. Paul confirms this, Rozz. 
13. 7. Give all men their due, Tribute to 
whom tribute-— Honour to whom honour. 


But to make this point of our ſubmiſſion 
to under Officers, as plain as pofhible, let us 
conſider the example of our Saviour, who 
when he was ſet upon by a great multitude 
with ſwords and ſtaves, ec. who certainly 
ated very illegally, for they had no juſt 
Commiſſion for what they did, nor could 
have ( for our Saviour tells them, Luke 22, 
53. This 3s your hour, and the power of dark- 
neſs ; which Dr. Hammond explains in his 
Paraphraſe, -{ This is the time when the De- 
vil and'-you' are permitted to work your 
wills on: me. ] © Yet he: was ſo fat from re- 
fiſting them ( though he had ten Millions 
of Angels at his command ) that he fevere- 
ly rebuked Peter for drawing his ſword in. 
his defence, and bid him-'put it up, for a4 
that take the ſword, ſhall periſh by the ſword. 
Here we fee our Saviour doth not onely 
encourage'us by his example to ſubmit pa- 
tiently to thoſe that wrongfally aſſault us, 
but by -HisPrecept enjoyns it as our duty 5 
he doth not leave it at our diſpoſal, whe- 
ther we will ſ{bmit or no; nor 1s this one- 
ly a Counfel of Perfetion, which brings 
honour and reward to thoſe that keep it; 
but to thoſe that doe not, no manner of 
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danger at all ( as Mr. Johnſon ſpeaks, p. 68. 
from. Greg. Naz. ) for we ſee here a penal- 
ty threatned to the reſifter ; though if any 
caſe might be excepted, this ought to claim 
the privilege, for the {word could never be 
drawn in a better cauſe, or by a better 
hand : But the Precept is univerſal and un- 
alterable. St. Peter himſelf muſt not re- 
fiſt, though to defend his Saviour. 


This is a hard leſſon (I know) to fleſh 
and blood, but we muſt not Conſult them 
when we are to take up the Croſs; which 
is the indiſpenſable duty of every Chriſtian, 
2 Tim. 3. 12. And again, Heb. 11.6, 7, 8. 
For whom the Lord loweth, he chaſceneth ; 
and ſconrgeth every ſon whom he receiveth. 


I hope I have not omitted any thing in 
Mr. Johnſon's book 'that might deſerve the 
leaſt Conſideration 3 but to make the ſurer 
work, it will- be neceſſary to make ſome 
particular remarks upon thoſe five Propoſi- 
tions, . 92. into which he tells us there he 
has reduced the force and ſtrength of what 
was formerly delivered in his Book. 


x. Chriſtianity deſtroys no man's natural 
or civil Rights, but confirms them, 


Anſ, 
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Aznſ. Chriſtianity doth not at all meddle 
with our Civil Rights [ 1 Cor. 7. 20, 21. 
with Dr. Hammond's Paraphraſe. ] And as 
for Natural Rights, ſome it has confirm'd, 
but deſtroy'd others 3 for many things were 
JIawfall to us as men, which are not ſo as 
; Chriſtians. Nay, there were many things 
 allow'd under the Fewiſh Oeconomy, which 
Chriſt hath abſolutely forbid 3 and parti- 
cularly in- this caſe of private revenge, and 
reſiſting the unlawfull Oppreſlour. See 
Matth. 5. v. 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43. with 


Dr. Hoammond's Paraphraſe. 


2. All men have a natural and civil Right 
and Property in their Lives, till they have 
forfeited them by the Laws of their Country. 


Anſ. We had indeed a natural Right to 
our Lives, and we might have detended 
them by force, and thoſe weapons that na- 
ture had beſtowed upon us; but this Right 
is ſuperſeded not onely by the Maxims of 
Chriſtianity, but Civil policy too ( as has 
been ſhewn from Grotins ); and we can no 
more defend our Lives by violence, than we 
can deſtroy them upon private diſcontent 5 
both the preſerving and deſtroying the Sub- 
ject being lodg'd in the hands of the Su- 
preme Magiſtrate. 


T2: = 3. When 
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3. When the Laws of God and our Coun- 
try interfere, and it is made death by the 
Law of the Land to be a good Chriſtian, 
then we are to lay down our lives for Chriſt's 
ſake. This is the onely caſe wherein the 
Goſpel requires Paſſive Obedience, namely, 
when the Laws are againſt a man: And 
this was the caſe of the firſt Chriſtians. 


Anſ. 1. The rule of our Obedience and 
Submiſſion is univerſal, there is no perſon 
excepted; nay, 'tis plain from Scripture that 
we ought not onely to ſubmit when the 
Laws are againſt us, but when they re for 
us, and we are illegally oppreſt ; For it our 
Saviour commands us, Matth. 5. 38, 39, &c. 
not to reſiſt a private perſon that offer'd us 
an injury, (which is certainly illegal, and 
acknowledged fo all over the world, fince 
he a4s without ſo much as any pretended 
authority ) how much rather ought we to 
{abmit to the Magiſtrate, though he adts 
contrary to Law; for bcſides the general 
obligation we have juſt now menttoned, 
bhere is another that more particularly re- 
{trains us, viz. St. Paul's Command, to fub- 
mit to his power as he is a Magiſtrate, and 
conſequently ordained by God. —_ 


2. The Laws were mo more againſt the 
fiſt Chriſtians, than they were againſt thoſe 
ER under 
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under. Julian ;, for they ſuffered both by the 
ſame Law, viz. the uncontrollable will of 
their Emperour. 


4. That killing a man contrary to Law 
is Murther. 


Anſ. I can't grant this univerſally true, 
for ſometimes 'tis more than Murther, wiz. 
Treaſon, ſometimes lefs, viz. Manſlaughter : 
but that Murther is Murther, I allow. I 
hope the Reader will pardon the ſeeming 
lightneſs of this Anſwer, fince it 1s neceſſary 
to ſhew how hard it is for Mr. Jobnſox to 
ſpeak truth or ſenſe in the moſt trivial 
Concerns. 


5- That every man is bound to prevent 
Murther as far as the Law allows, and ought 
not to ſubmit to be Murthered it he can 
help it. 


Anſ. How plauſible ſoever this ſeems, *cis 
utterly falſe : We ought indeed to prevent 
Murther by all the means our Laws com- 
mand, for they can command nothing con- 
trary to the Scriptures, but not by thoſe 
they barely allow 3 for 'tis evident from 
what has been delivered already, that the 
Law permits ſome means that are not war- 
ranted by the Goſpel, and thoſe we muſt 
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not, cannot uſe ; for we ought not to damn 
our ſclves to prevent the violence of a Mur- 
therer, though offered to our ſelves ; for our 
Saviour aſſures us we don't loſe our lives by 
this patient ſubmiſſion to death, but gain 
them. 


'Twill not be impertinent now to take 
notice of ſome Quotations pickt up out of 
Brad@on, to countenance Mr. Johnſon's Doc- 
trine, p. 83. who certainly has a peculiar 
way -of perverting, the ſenſe of Authours : 
For how elſe could he arm Bra&or: againſt 
his Prince ? who, good man |! little thought 
his authority ſhould be made uſe of to coun- 
' tenance diſobedience, or to pull down the 
Prerogative, of which he really was ſo juſt 
and vigorous a defender : But our Law- 
books may well be debaucht to icrve the 
purpoſes of ill men, when the Bible is, and 
Bra@oz has not ſo much reaſon to complain 
of the injury, fince he hath St. Par/ for a 
fellow Sufferer : The ſubſtance of all he 
cites from Bra@Goz 1s this z Rex eſt ſub Deo 
& ſub Lege quia Lex facit Regem. If Mr. 
jJobnſon would but let Bra&or interpret 
himfelf, we ſhould have none of the abſurd 
inferences he makes, p. 83. for he tells us, 
I. 3. Cc. 26. Rex habet ſuperiorem Deum item 
Legem per quam faFus eſt Rex, item Curiane 
fuam, viz. Comites & Barones. Hegye we ſee 
| 2M there 
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there is no more power allowed to the Law, 
than there is to the Earls and Barons; and 
that they can't civilly oblige the King to 
Obedience, but onely morally oblige his 
Conſcience when he is perſuaded their Coun- 
ſels are juſt, I am ſure Mr. Johor himſelf 
will allow : Therefore 'tis evident that thoſe. 
words cannot relate to any coercive power, 
but onely direGive 3 for he fays juſt before, 
Nec faFum Regis nec Chartam poteſt quis ju- 
dicare ita quod faFum Domini Regis irrite- 
tur : And what he delivers in the following 
words, onely implies a Moral ſuperiority, 
by reaſon of a direQive power in the Law, 
and likewiſe in the Earls, ec. not any civil 
juriſdiction or coercive power 3 for he de- 
clares, cap. 4. þp. 17. that for all the ill the 
King can doe, God onely can puniſh him: 
Satis ſufficit ei pro pena quod Dominum ex- 
peFet ultorewm. This is enough to fatisfie 
thoſe that never did, and perhaps never 
may ſee Bra&or's Books of the meaning of 
that great Lawyer 3 as for thoſe that under- 
ſtand him, they know that he of all men is 
not in the leaſt guilty of any ſaying that 
may derogate from the Prerogative of the 
Prince, for he has evidently made it his bu- 
ſineſs to juſtifie it in its fulleſt extent. 


I might 
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I might here conclude, but that Mr. Johr- 
fon will give us another touch of the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, p. 93. where he tells us 
we have no occalion for that admirable 
example of the 7hebean Legion : If he had 
not forgot the Service of the Church, he 
would know the patience of Martyrs was 
not onely the buſineſs of our imitation , 
but the ſubje& of our prayers too : And 
though we have not always occaſion to 
follow their example, yet it is our con- 
ſtant duty to thank God for it. And 
therefore in the moſt peacefull fettled times 
this fad ſtory is not impertinent from the 
Pulpit 3 we have ſolemn days to Comme- 
morate the ſufferings of our bleſſed Savi- 
our and the Apoſtles: And though the 
Church has not thought fit to give this 
glorious Aion a place in the Kalendar , 
It ought certainly to be eternally fixt in 
our Memories 3 for then if ill times ſhould 
come ( and if we conſider impartially God's 
juſtice and our own fins, we have little 
reaſon to expe& otherwiſe ) the Example 
and Condu& of the Thebear Legion will 
be of great uſe to us; there we ſhall ſee 
Souldiers dye with the ſame Meen they 
uſed to-triumph 3 and Chiettains not infpt- 
ring their Souldiers with Courage, but in- 
ſtilling the ſofter Maxims of Patience : Ez- 
cherins 


—— 
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cherias tells the Emperour ( after a ſecond 
Decemation of the Legion, and upon his 
Command to deſtroy them all) [| Deſpair 
jt ſelf, O Emperour, which is ſtrongeſt in 
dangers, hath not arm'd us againſt thee : 
Behold we have weapons, and yet offer not 
to reſiſt, becauſe we had rather dye than 
overcome, chuling rather to dye innocent, 
than live guilty, &c.] No body bur Mr. 
Johnſon would ſay this great Example is not 
univerſally to be imitated 3 and his reaſon is, 
becauſe they ſuffered according to the Laws 
of their Country. This ſhift of his has been 
ſufficiently expoſed already 3 but that he 
may not have the leaſt pretence to it here- 
after, I ſhall ſhew that the Chriſtians under 
Julian had power to refiſt (and he declares 
the Laws were for them, ) and yet they did 
not ſo that his aſſertion, p. 94. that they 
would if they could 5 and conſequently 
that we may, 1s utterly-falſe. Now that 
the Chriſtians were able}, appears from all 
the Hiſtorians that ſpeak of that age ;,for 
not onely the greateſt part of the world were 
Chriſtians, but Juliar's Army was entirely 
ſo; for when they choſe Joviniar for their 
Emperour, he refufed the Honour, telling 
them, That fince he was a Chriſtian, he 
could not Command over Heathens 3 but 
they all, with one accord, cried out, We are 
Chriſtians, ] R#fir. 1. 2. C. I. Theodoret is 
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more full in this caſe; for he makes the 
Army tell him, that he ſhall command Chri- 
ſtians that were ever bred up to that pro- 
feſſion [ yai512v@y BaoiddJows xat 1426 aceo! 
euvorlor owreFex prey | for thoſe that 
were elder, had Conſtantine for their Teacher, 
the younger Conſtantive ; nay, they aſſure 
him they could not: be Heathens, for Julia: 
did not live long cnough to pervert them : 
Tgrs yep T# TeIvewT0% GAy% npovies Sygive; 
x&3 Gux ixgvos THI EEnmatiuerus fvifeuon Thy 
Awfeiv. Th. 1. 4. c. 1. This Mr. Johnſon 
himſelf knew, for all he ſaith, p. 94. [ What 
would they have a few defenceleſs Chriſti- 
ans doe, when they had loſt their ſtrength, 
and ſo many of their numbers ? ] for in his 
Preface, p. 25. he quotes St. Arg. in P/; 124. 
who there faith, [ Though Fzliar was an A- 
poſtate, an Oppreſlour and Idolater, yet 
Chriſtian Souldiers ſerved under him.] Now 
whether theſe were unarm'd or defenceleſs 
when they were to fight, let any reaſonable 
may judge ; and for their Numbers, I appeal 
to the Hiſtorians. 


Thus I hope I have performed my pro- 
miſe, viz. I, I have ſhewn the Unlawful- 
neſs of Excluding the next Heir upon the 
account of his Religion, and that it is a 
practice altogether unknown to the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians. 


2, I have 


Conſtantius the Apoſtate, 65 


2. I have proved the neceflity of Paſſive 
Obedience from the Scripture, the Senſe of 
the Primitive Fathers, and the Doftrine of 
our preſent Church. 


3. I have not left any thing unanſwered 
in J=l:ar, &c. that oppoſed the Right of the 
next Heir, or juſtified Reſiſtance. 


As for the latter part of the Book, fince 
I' am not concerned in the. Vindication of 
the Papiſts, 1 ſhall leave- it to the cenſure 
of thoſe that are. But I muſt needs ſay, that 
Mr. Johnſon had more effeQually routed the 
Papiſts, if he had rather ſet down the Argu-- 
ments with which thoſe great Men confuted 
their Docrines, than onely the Rhetorick 
they expoſed them with 3 for we, (whether 
it be the civility or judgment of the age, I 
ſhar't determine) are not much affeted 
with the Old Elzzabeth-way of railing. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Here is now in the Preſs another 
Anſwer to Julian the Apoſtate, 
Entituled JOV LAN.'' | An Anſwer 
to Julian the Apoftate., By a Mini- 
fler of London. 
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